
BLISS
DESTINATION

Weddings

UNIQUE 
FEATURES

For Your Best Wedding

STYLE & 
BEAUTY TIPS
From Industry Experts

REAL  
COUPLES

Dish on Their  
Weddings

 PRESENTED BY 



Between your busy job, your active social life and 
all of the little things that steal precious moments 
from your day, how on earth do you find time to 

plan your wedding?

Good news: you don’t have to. When you work with 
one of our Destination Wedding Specialists, we take 
care of all the details. You can plan as much or as 
little as you wish, and we will fill in any of the gaps, 
making sure your special day goes off without a 
hitch. Just keep that in mind as you read on to learn 
about your wedding planning timeline, which shoes 
to wear on the beach and the difference between a 
travel advisor and a wedding planner.

Weddings

UTB Photography

Cover Photo: Pamela Williams Photography

STEPHEN MCGILL IVR AY
Chief Marketing Officer

CAROLINE GORDON
Art Director

JEN COULTER 
Director of Content

ERICA MOODY
Managing Editor

CARRIE BR ANDT
Manager of Romance & Resorts 

MARIA BUNNEWITH
Copy Editor

NOELIA ALVAR ADO 
T IFFANY STEWART 
CAROLINE GORDON
Designers

JUSTIN G IBSON 
JONATHAN HERMANN 
L ISA K AHAN  
ERICA MOODY 
COREY TAYLOR 
L ISA BARRET TA 
CAROL A MYERS 
DAYNA ENGBERG 
Contributing Writers

Our travel planning expertise can make your 
destination wedding and honeymoon perfect. 

817.386.0701



4
15 UNIQUE WEDDING 
FEATURES
Creative Ideas to Enhance Your Big Day

8
SAVE-THE-DATE SAV V Y
Tips for Your Announcement

10
DESTINATION WEDDING 
CHECKLIST
A Handy Timeline for Planning

18
SPECIAL ST YLE SECTION
Saying Yes to Bridal Style with  
Monte Durham

Best Shoes for a Beach Wedding

Statement Hair & Blissful Bling

Beauty Tips from Experts

Groom Styling Trends

28
TR AVEL ADVISORS AND 
WEDDING PL ANNERS
How They Compare

30
PL ANNING THE PERFECT 
BACHELOR(ET TE ) PART Y
Get the Weekend You Desire

34
DOWN TO THE DETAILS
Alternatives to Standard Gifts

Social Media’s Place at a Wedding

Signature Drink Selections

39
WEDDING PL AYLIST
Tunes to Get Your Groove On

40
REAL WEDDINGS
Inspiration from Happy Couples

54
WHAT I WISH I ’D KNOWN
Brides and Grooms Get Real  
About Wedding Planning

Brandy Angel Photography

1
D

E
ST

IN
A

T
IO

N
 B

L
ISS



YES, 
I DO!

You deserve a destination wedding that is as uniquely 
special as you are. Specially designed wedding 
packages are found at our wonderful hotels and 
resorts throughout Latin America and the Caribbean. 
Barceló Hotel Group offers wedding packages that 
include the following personalized services:

ALLEGRO COZUMEL BARCELÓ BÁVARO GRAND RESORT

*FREE wedding ceremony for 25 room nights booked! 
*FREE wedding ceremony and reception for 35 double occupancy room booked with 2-night minimum stay!

*Minimum room nights booked required to receive Complimentary Wedding and vary per property . Terms, conditions and 
restrictions may apply. Offer, inclusions, blackout dates, and availability are subject to change without notice. Barceló Hotel 

Group reserves the right to cancel this offer at any time without prior notice. Not responsible for errors or omissions.

COMPLIMENTARY WEDDING PACKAGES

• On-site wedding planner
• A guaranteed room upgrade to the 

next category level available
• Customized decorations for the 

romantic ceremony
• In-room Honeymoon breakfast 

with domestic sparkling wine the 
morning following the ceremony 

AND MUCH, MUCH MORE!

For reservations, contact our agency.

BARCELÓ MAYA GRAND RESORT
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by Erica Moody

UNIQUE
WEDDING 
FEATURES15

You want your wedding to be remembered, 
so be prepared to get creative. These quirky 
trends and personalized perks make for a fun, 

social-media-friendly soiree that will have guests 
talking for years after the bouquet is tossed.

1 The growing trend of gift lounges elevates the 
concept of welcome bags and eliminates waste 
by providing a room or space stocked with 
essentials — guests can select what they will 
and will not use and fill the bag themselves.

2 Embrace the local music that destinations 
can provide, and your wedding will go 
far beyond the standard DJ or wedding 
band. The Marriott Puerto Vallarta, for 
one, offers packages that include mariachi 
band entertainment. Search more hotels at 
experienceselect.com

3 To be eco-friendly, couples are moving away 
from favors that may be tossed. Think late-
night bites in lieu of favors, or sending guests 
home with mini bottles of wine, bars of soap 
or local baked goods.

4 If you’re into artwork, live sketching can paint 
the scene in brilliant strokes. “Art captures 
the essence of that special day in a unique 
way!” says Washington, D.C.-based artist  
Cris Clapp Logan.

2 Puertovallartamarriot.com

4 Cris Logan
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WEDDING 
FEATURES

5 Serve drinks inside of fruits for a tropical 
resort vibe. Pineapples, watermelons and 
coconuts are easily hollowed out.

6 Floral arches are not only getting more 
elaborate, but we’re also seeing more grasses 
like wheat and pampas at the end of the aisle, 
lending a natural beauty to modern nuptials. 

7 Book poets to type haikus during the cocktail 
hour or reception. The Haiku Guys bring 
vintage typewriters and leave guests with 
personalized verses from the night. 

8 Make your pet a part of the wedding by 
naming the signature drink after your dog or 
cat. This way, even if they’re not able to attend, 
your fur babies will be included. Head to Etsy  
for a variety of choices that will support 
independent artists.

9 Forget about an evening reception altogether 
and opt for a brunch wedding. One of the 
biggest trends of 2019 is a way to save money, 
take advantage of daytime scenery and indulge 
in the breakfast foods that everyone loves.

5 Gareth Davies Wedding Photography

7 Thehaikuguys.com 8 Signature Drinks via Etsy
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10 Desserts are a place to get creative. Elaborate 
cakes are in style again, and donut walls 
aren’t going anywhere. We’re also seeing 
more macaron towers, waffles, cookies, pies, 
pancake stacks and desserts beyond the 
signature three-tier cake. 

11  If you lean more savory than sweet, consider a 
pretzel wall instead of a donut one, complete 
with mini glasses of dipping sauces. 

12  Capitalize on the popularity of food trucks, 
but take the elegance up a notch by offering 
a mobile Champagne bar at your wedding. 
Toastworthy, for example, serves bubbly 
drinks out of a vintage Airstream trailer.

10 Laureanne Villarosa Photography

12 Toast-worthy.com
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13 Sparklers aren’t the only way to have an 
epic sendoff. Smoke bombs render stunning 
photos in every color of the rainbow.  

14 Signage is getting creative, so have fun with 
it. Opt for chalkboards instead of escort 
cards; escort cards with personalized 
messages for each guest, or painted seashells 
topped with escort cards for a seaside 
wedding. Anything goes.

15 For a really memorable arch, make it out 
of balloons. We’re seeing more of them 
throughout weddings in general, providing a 
playful edge for young-at-heart couples. 

13 Jenna Bascom Photography

15 Laureanne Villarosa Photography
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Spending Guide at 

www.romanticstravel.com



Ashton Kelley Photography

PRO TIP: INCLUDE YOUR TRAVEL ADVISOR

Include the name and number of your travel advisor who 
can help your guests book their flights, hotels and ground 
transportation. And don’t forget to ask them about group 

airfare discounts.

Modern, quirky or traditional?  
Embossed stationery, postcard  
or email? Whatever you choose,  

save-the-dates are an essential part of the 
wedding-planning process — and not just for the 
engaged couple. For your guests, knowing the 
date of your special day is about so much more 
than just writing it on their calendar. Between 
work commitments, maxed-out vacation days, 
flight and hotel reservations and child care, your 
guests have a lot to juggle. Help ensure they’ll  
be there on your big day by providing them with 
the information they need to plan ahead.  

SAVE-THE-DATE ESSENTIALS:
•    Basics First: Popular wedding venues can fill 

up surprisingly fast, so if you have your heart 
set on a particular spot, it’s worth putting 
down a deposit before you send out the date. 

•    Don’t Wait Too Long: Send your save-the-
date six to eight months before the wedding. 
This is especially important for destination 
weddings and multi-day events where guests 
will need to make travel plans and request 
time away from work.

•    Think Before You Send: Once a save-the-
date card is mailed, consider that person 
formally invited. So think hard about how 
large you’d like your wedding to be and who 
you’d like to be there.

•    Be Creative: Save-the-dates aren’t required 
to match the wedding invite, and it’s OK 
if you haven’t chosen the color scheme for 
your ceremony yet, so have fun and let your 
personality shine.

•    Consider an Electronic Save-the-Date:  
Eco-friendly and easy on the budget, 
e-save-the-dates are the perfect choice for 
tech-savvy couples.  Just make sure your 
Great Uncle Henry is in the loop.

by Lisa Kahan

SAVVY
 Save-The-Date
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$500 CREDIT* WHEN YOU 
BOOK YOUR WEDDING

2-NIGHT ALL-INCLUSIVE STAY 
FOR TWO FOR ONLY $500

IT’S LIKE GETTING YOUR PREVIEW FOR FREE!

FOR JUST THE TWO OF YOU
FREE WEDDING FOR TWO, WHEN YOU STAY 7 NIGHTS* 

INTIMATE ELEGANCE
FREE WEDDING FOR THE COUPLE PLUS UP TO 10 GUESTS*

ALL-INCLUSIVE RESORTS IN CANCUN  |  CAP CANA (DEBUTS NOVEMBER 2019)  |  LOS CABOS  |  MONTEGO BAY  |  PUERTO VALLARTA
All prices are USD. Applies to new bookings only. Offers valid through December 15, 2019. Big Day Preview (BDP) applies to US and Canada adult residents only. Credit is valid for minimum $5,000 wedding program. Credit applicable to BDP host hotel only, 
limit one BDP credit per wedding, not available within 6 months of wedding date, based on ROH room category. Free weddings require minimum room category of Hyatt Zilara Cancun - Ocean Front Junior Suite, Hyatt Ziva Cancun - Hyatt Club Oceanfront,  
Hyatt Ziva Los Cabos - Ziva Ocean View Master, Hyatt Ziva Puerto Vallarta - Ziva Junior Suite, Hyatt Ziva & Zilara Rose Hall - Ocean View Junior Suite. Free weddings are only available Mon–Wed between 9am and 1pm and are only offered during initial booking 
at least 6 months prior to wedding, not available for previously reserved and/or confirmed weddings. With a Lavish & Opulent package, the couple receives 1 complimentary night when celebrating their one-year anniversary with a minimum 4-night paid stay in 
the hotel in which they were married. Pick Your Perks applies to Lavish & Opulent or higher wedding packages. Additional terms and conditions/restrictions apply, check with your wedding coordinator for full details. The following promotions are combinable, 
Leisure Groups Program, Big Day Preview credit, Pick Your Perks. They are not combinable with any other promotion. Holidays or other blackout dates may apply. Offers may be changed or withdrawn at any time. Not responsible for errors or omissions.  
©2019 Hyatt Corporation. ©2019 Playa Hotels & Resorts is the owner and exclusive operator of Hyatt Zilara™ and Hyatt Ziva™ resorts in Dominican Republic, Jamaica and Mexico. All rights reserved. PLA07780819

AN ALL-INCLUSIVE EXPERIENCE  by  HYATT

CONTACT YOUR TRAVEL AGENT TO 
START PLANNING YOUR BIG DAY!

All-Inclusive WeddingA W A R D - W I N N I N G  R E S O R T S
FOR YOUR
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ROMANCE IS
A MAGICAL
PLACE
TO BE
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Getting engaged is a big deal. You’ve  
made it through the twists and turns 
of dating to find the person who fits 

perfectly by your side. But with an engagement 
comes another mountain to conquer — planning 
your dream wedding. Luckily, creating your 
picture-perfect day, with a romantic honeymoon 
to follow, doesn’t have to be a hassle, thanks to 
Secrets Resorts & Spas. Begin your new life 
together in a storybook tropical setting, with 
Unlimited-Luxury® and unbeatable service 
to begin your happily ever after.

ROMANCE IS
A MAGICAL
PLACE
TO BE
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To book or learn  
more contact 

Romantics Travel
817.386.0701

RomanticsTravel.com



Before you can plan the details, you have to 
answer the big question — where in the world 
will you tie the knot? With locations in Mexico, 
the Caribbean, Costa Rica and more, Secrets 
Resorts & Spas offers endless options for you 
to find the exact spot in paradise that speaks to 
you. Once you decide on the “where,” it’s time 
to think about the “what.” Are you a laid-back 
couple looking for a casual, beach ceremony? 
Or do you crave all of the grandeur, all the time? 

Choose from three different package options that 
will turn your dreams into realities. No matter 
what you’re looking for, your personal on-site 
wedding coordinator at Secrets Resorts & Spas 
will help make every detail come to life. Think of 
your coordinator as a fairy godparent dedicated 
to making your wedding day dreams a reality. 
So relax, they’ve got it covered — which means 
you have more time to focus on each other.

DREAMS INTO REALITIES
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When you arrive in paradise, you’ll be treated 
like royalty from start to finish. Your on-site 
coordinator will tend to your every need, and 
other staff will assist you to look your best 
for the big moment. Then, float down the 
beautifully decorated aisle with your loved ones 
at your side, and the help of an on-site wedding 
officiant to bring everything together. After your 

customized picture-perfect ceremony, celebrate 
with a cocktail hour, private dinner and of course, 
cake. Plus, in addition to Secrets’ Unlimited-
Luxury® inclusions, you’ll receive extra-special 
treatment, with a 15% discount at the spa, a 
wedding album, breakfast in bed and more.

Secrets Capri Riviera Cancun

YOUR 
BIG 
DAY
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To book or learn  
more, contact  

our agency today

A HEAVENLY 
HONEYMOON

SECRETS 
ST. MARTIN

Your blissful dream wedding has finally come true. Continue 
the magic with a honeymoon package in paradise. Secrets 
Resorts & Spas honeymoon options offer top-notch amenities 
to make unforgettable memories on your romantic getaway. 
Picture yourself with your loved one relaxing with a couples 
massage or enjoying a romantic private beachfront dinner for 
two. Then indulge in special treats waiting in your room.

Opening in February 2020, the brand new Secrets  
St. Martin Resort & Spa will feature spectacular views of 
Anse Marcel Bay, making it the perfect backdrop for your 
destination wedding ceremony or romantic honeymoon. 
Explore this luxurious hideaway, complete with four 
gourmet restaurants and the largest infinity pool in the 
western Caribbean.
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To book or learn  
more contact 

Romantics Travel
817.386.0701

RomanticsTravel.com



Secrets Resorts & Spas
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Ashton Kelley Photography
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DESTINATION WEDDING

Style Guide

Xsperience Photography Kevin Heslin Photography

DRESS TRENDS FROM TV STAR 
MONTE DURHAM

FIND THE BEST SHOES FOR 
YOUR BEACH WEDDING

BIG WAYS TO MAKE A BOLD 
HAIR STATEMENT

Rae Marshall PhotographyArte De Vie Photography Ashton Kelley Photography

BLING OUT YOUR JEWELRY 
STYLE WITH THESE TIPS

BEAUTY TIPS FOR A FLAWLESS 
DESTINATION WEDDING

GROOM  STYLING AND 
FASHION TRENDS
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He’s entertained and educated 
you on all things bridal for nine 
years and soon-to-be 11 seasons 

of “Say Yes to the Dress: Atlanta.” Who 
better to ask about bridal style than the 
show’s style director, Monte Durham? 
We sat down with the Jackie-O-obsessed 
Southern gentleman to chat destination 
wedding tips and style trends.  

You’ve worked on weddings for more 
than 30 years. What has changed the 
most in that time? The biggest change 
is the diversity within the wedding 
industry now. It used to be that couples 
were having religious ceremonies or 
getting married in religious venues, 
so there was a criteria for how they 
dressed. Now you have weddings by 
beaches, lakes, out in fields. And the 
selection of gowns is unlimited. Before, 
it was pretty much a few designers, and 
then Vera Wang hit the market in the 
’80s and changed all that.

What’s the biggest mistake you 
see brides make when planning a 
wedding? The No. 1 mistake brides make 
is listening to other people. Stay true 
to who you are. Write three points on 
a card of what you want your wedding 
to be and really stick with those. For 
example, I want my wedding to be 
elegant, understated, sophisticated. 
When you look at cakes, invitations, 
flowers, etc., set the card down in front 

of you and evaluate each one; consider if 
it fits with the theme. 

What advice do you have for brides 
who are selecting a dress for a 
destination wedding? Beach weddings 
are interesting because you want to 
make sure that everything is ready to 
go. When you land on the ground, you 
want that checklist and you want it 
checked off. You want to make sure you 
always have your dress or suit with you. 
Make sure it’s in your hand in a little 
carry-on. You want to think about the 
fabric. Lace travels beautifully. You can 
fold it and then just hang it up and it will 
fall right into place without pressing. 
If you have a satin gown or an organza 
gown, which are beautiful on the beach 
because they flutter, they’re going to 
need to be steamed and tulle is going to 
need to be straightened. 

Any style tips for bridal parties for 
a destination wedding? I always say 
for bridesmaids, it’s easier to do a long 
dress because then you don’t have to 
worry about pedicures. You don’t have 
to worry about somebody nicking their 
leg shaving. You don’t have to worry 
about the shoes. And chances are, with a 
destination, you’re going to be near sand 
or on sand. So you want to make sure 
that when those dresses are hemmed, 
they’re hemmed to the shoe height 
because most groups will kick the shoes 
off to walk on sand. And when they come 
back from the beach, you might want to 
have a towel attendant so that everyone 
can dip their feet in a tub of water, dry 
them, and then put their shoes back on 
for dancing in the ballroom.

What do you think about veils for 
destination weddings? Veils are 
beautiful; the longer the better. When 

you’re outside, when it flips around, 
it just looks so pretty in the wind. You 
might want to keep your hair pulled back 
when you’re getting married outside 
because there’s nothing worse when 
you’re saying your vows than to have to 
pull the hair out of the corner of your 
mouth because the winds can blow it 
over you.

What are the biggest trends you’re 
seeing in weddings right now? For 
gowns, people are liking coverage more 
than non-coverage. People are liking 
beading and embellishment as opposed 
to heavy bling. People are liking soft 
skirting and soft movement in their 
dresses when they walk and move as 
opposed to mermaids and tight fits. 
Buttons and bows are big. Brides want 
huge bows in the back. They are also 
looking for interesting lace, it’s almost 
like a revisit of the ’70s. 

Weddings are becoming a little more 
formal, while still being relaxed 
and comfortable. Attention is going 
now to linens, tablescapes, flowers, 
entertainment. Whereas before there 
was a time we were out in the barns 
with Mason jars having our drinks, that 
has shifted. Burlap is going away and 
damask is coming back. Hair will be a 
little more soft, a little more like the 
bride did it herself. Makeup is going 
the same way, with the concentration 
on lips or eyes, but normally not both. 
With cakes, fondant seems to be on the 
downturn and buttercream icing on  
the rise. 

Any recent celebrity bridal looks you 
loved? I thought Meghan Markle and 
Princess Charlene of Monaco looked 
beautiful. 

SAYING YES  
TO BRIDAL STYLE
Reality television star Monte Durham on what to wear  
(and what to avoid!) on your big day.  

STYLE GUIDE |  DRESS TRENDS

by Erica Moody
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FOR A BEACH WEDDING

Best Shoes

FLAT SANDALS: The tried-and-true of beachwear 
for your feet, perfectly pairable with a breezy dress. 
Consider embellished or metallic ones to elevate the look.

BLOCK HEELS: A great choice for instances in 
which the sand is packed down to create firm ground,  
or if the ceremony happens to be right next to the 
beach but not quite on it.

WEDGE HEELS: The best of all of the above. 
Stand taller, but without your heel sinking into the sand.

BOAT SHOES: The ol’ reliable of near-nautical 
footwear. Easy to slip on and off as needed, yet still 
capable of tying together the look of any suit. 

SLIP-ONS: The same thing as boat shoes, but 
sleeker, suaver — and therefore stylistically louder.

LOAFERS: Loafers have come a long way since the 
time of your father and his father. Look for ventilated 
pairs made of perforated mesh or woven materials.

STYLE GUIDE |  SHOES

FOR HER FOR HIM

Beach weddings are romantic and 
magical, the type of scene that 
ties together the happily-ever-

after at the end of a movie: the bride 
and groom silhouetted by a backdrop of 
sunset skittering across the ocean, the 
lapping waves providing the soundtrack 
to the ceremony, usually a dolphin family 
leaping out of the water when the happy 
couple kisses. There’s just one thing 
these movies never get right — the shoes. 

Beach weddings are a conundrum. 
Everyone hates — hates — the feeling of 
sand in their shoes. And yet, weddings 
typically call for footwear sleeker than a 
rubber flip-flop. What should you do?

Consider a barefoot wedding. Depending 
on the resort and the planner, it’s 
typically very easy to acquire canvas 
bags for your guests to store their shoes 
in, allowing them to wiggle their toes in 

the sand. Never fear about undercutting 
any shopping they might’ve done: 
they’ll need comfortable shoes for the 
reception’s dance floor.

If that’s not right for you, queue this list 
of shoe possibilities for beach weddings, 
all of which you can dress down or up as 
needed. 

by Justin Gibson
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BOWS
Bows aren’t only for the backs of 
wedding dresses. Embrace your 
sweet side with a bow in your hair 
— velvet ones are chic for fall or 
winter weddings; or consider a 
black bow for color contrast. 
Velvet bow barrette, $128, Jennifer 
Behr, jenniferbehr.com

STATEMENT  
HEADBANDS 

Perhaps the biggest trend in 
bridal accessories this year are 
headbands. Satin, velvet, pearl 
or jewel-adorned, headbands 
are a stylish update to the 
ubiquitous tiara. 
Pearl and velvet headband, $150, 
Lele Sadoughi, saksfifthavenue.com

HATS 
Likely influenced by the bridal 
boho trend, it’s now totally OK 
to rock a hat for your nuptials. 
Where in the past, hippie-leaning 
brides may have worn a flower 
crown, now it’s all about floppy 
hats or wide-brimmed straw ones. 
Ingrid in diamond white hat, $795, 
Eugenia Kim, eugeniakim.com  

PEARL CLIPS 
The traditional pearl gets an 
upgrade, moving away from the 
ear and onto the head. It’s a 
glamorous way to appear both 
current and classic. Wear one large 
one or multiple smaller barrettes. 
Imitation pearl barrette, $147, 
Alexandre de Paris, Nordstrom.comSTATEMENT

Hair
Not a big fan of earrings, bracelets or veils? 

Consider making a statement with these 
dazzling hair accessories instead. 

STYLE GUIDE |  HAIR

by Erica Moody
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BLISSFUL

Bling
A diamond is forever, but jewelry 

trends are ever-changing. We 
chatted with high-end jewelry 

boutique Shah & Shah Distinctive 
Jewelers owner Colin Shah, of 
Washington, D.C., about the trends  
he’s seeing in wedding jewelry.

SAPPHIRE IS HERE TO STAY 
Of the stones, Shah says “Sapphire is still 
the most popular, but with colored stones, 
you have to be sure that they’re durable 
enough for daily wear. For example, 
steer clear of opals.” Colored stones 
in general are gaining in popularity. 
“People are open to things that aren’t 
diamonds now. Since the industry has 
started to embrace synthetic diamonds, 
the argument is there’s nothing that 
special about diamonds then.” 

SHOPPING TOGETHER 
If you’re going to wear a ring for the 
rest of your life, you better love it! Shah 
says more couples are visiting the store 
together to select the perfect engagement 
ring or wedding jewelry. It takes some of 
the pressure off, doesn’t it? 

EARRINGS ARE IN
“For bridal jewelry, what we’re seeing 
most is emphasis on earrings or 
bracelets over necklaces,” Shah says. 
“Now it’s all about the dress or about the 
earrings. Shoulder dusters are still really 
popular, as are drops. Movement is big.” 
Personally, the jewelry expert loves 
pearls for the feminine touch they bring 
to a wedding. 

STACKING RINGS 
For an edgy, of-the-moment look, try 
stacking rings in different stones and 
colors. Even if you have your engagement 
ring already, you can find rings to stack 
with it that will complement the colors 
and style. Shah recalls one bride choosing 
stacking rings in her wedding colors to 
wear on her right hand for the big day.

Arte De Vie Photography

STYLE GUIDE |  JEWELRY

by Erica Moody
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by Erica Moody

DESTINATION
WEDDING

Beauty

HAIR TIP BEAUTY TIP

“Adding volume and length can help beat 
humidity issues and make any wedding-day 

hairstyle better than going au naturel. During one 
of the most stressful times, having your dream 

bombshell hair will guarantee you feel your best.” 
– Ryan Nickulas 

Stylist & Artistic Director of Platinum Seamless

“It's best to start your brow appointments 
approximately three months before your 
wedding day. This will ensure you have 
the shape and brow tint that you love! 
When planning ahead, book your final 

brow appointment a few days before the 
wedding for a fresh look. Maintenance for 
brow waxing & tinting is every 3-4 weeks.”

– Monica Gomez 
Co-founder of Cera Wax Studio

CONSIDER EXTENSIONS
Make sure to invest in quality extensions, if you’re going 
that route, and consult with a stylist first to make sure 
the color is matched perfectly to your natural hair. The 
tape-on variety (such as those by Platinum Seamless) 
take only an hour to apply and last 6-8 weeks, so you’ll 
be rocking those locks on the honeymoon and you won’t 
see any damage when it’s time to remove them.

DON’T NEGLECT YOUR BROWS 
On the day that all eyes will be on you, make sure not 
to neglect yours! Eyebrow shaping and tinting can 
make you appear perfectly put-together and add a 
little drama to your look. 

STYLE GUIDE |  BEAUTY

Advice from Bridal 
Beauty Experts
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by  
Carola Myers

STYLE GUIDE |  BEAUTY

Rae Marshall Photography

STYLE GUIDE |  WEDDING TIPS

DESTINATION 
WEDDING

7 TIPS
FOR AFlawless

1
Be mindful of the 
climate differences 
for destination 
weddings, especially 
if the location is 
tropical. Cosmetic 
products can react 
differently in these 
conditions. For very 
sunny locations, it’s 
important to first 
apply a moisturizer 
with sunscreen and 
then your primer/
foundation before the 
rest of your products.

2
Make sure to stay 
hydrated in tropical 
locations. The heat 
and humidity can 
impact your skin 
and it’s important to 
stay comfortable and 
healthy. 

3
Prepare in advance. 
There are many 
destinations that are 
not going to have easy 
access to an array of 
products. Resorts or 
island destinations are 
often far from major 
cities and stores. 

4
If you are doing the 
makeup yourself, 
consult with a 
makeup artist who 
has done destination 
weddings. Every 
summer I do 
consultations for 
brides who are 
getting married 
abroad to help them 
be confident to do 
their own look.

5
Pack double! Too 
often, airports can 
lose or misplace 
a bag. Pack your 
normal cosmetics 
bag in your main 
luggage, but also have 
a mini kit in a smaller 
carry-on bag. Make 
sure any products 
you are packing 
in your carry-on 
meet the standard 
requirements so you 
don’t have to discard 
it at security. 

6
Consider getting 
specialty items 
— such as false 
eyelashes — done 
before you travel. 
Lash extensions can 
last up to several 
weeks. Some looks 
and products simply 
are hard to do 
yourself!

7
Follow dietary 
guidelines. The food 
or water sources in 
certain countries 
may differ from the 
United States. If you 
consume water/food 
that affects you, it 
could give you rashes 
or make you feel sick, 
break out or sweat 
more.
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by Corey Quinlan Taylor

STYLING TRENDS
Groom

For most grooms, weddings are stressful enough as it is, yet 
they take on increased anxiety when accounting for styling 
and fashion trends, especially for a destination wedding. 

Should you get a makeover? What’s the fashion etiquette for 
wearing a tuxedo to an island? How formal are you willing to go? 

These questions are practical, but they don’t have to be stressful, 
once you consider a few basic styling rules. The following tips will 
give you a bit more confidence on your wedding day and allow you 
to have fun with it.

STYLE GUIDE |  GROOM TRENDS
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THE BEST VERSION OF YOU
In terms of grooming for your wedding day, it’s essential to 
remember your goal isn’t to debut a new hairstyle or dabble 
with a new trend. Your wedding partner wants to marry the 
guy that touched their heart. Whether you go to a grooming 
lounge with your buddies for a straight-razor shave and a 
whiskey or visit the destination resort spa, remember you 
should feel and look like yourself, only flawlessly attired 
and groomed. If you want to keep your beard, keep your 
beard. Prince Harry and Kit Harington did — so should you! 
And unless you’re well initiated, no experimenting with 
“manscaping” on the morning of your wedding.

SUIT YOURSELF — LITERALLY!
Most destination weddings tend to take place in warm 
climates, so a traditional tuxedo may not always be your first 
choice. As a general rule, it’s best to aim for a light fabric suit 
with a little pop of color. Emphasis on the “little pop.” Again, 
as with your face, you don’t want a suit that doesn’t reflect 
who you are. Give this some thought, the more time the better, 
perhaps 90 days to pick a suit that’s compatible with the 
expectations of you and your bride. The goal isn’t to outshine 
her gown, of course, but to complement it in the level of style 
and formality. 

BEACH WEDDINGS
You can’t go wrong with a white linen suit for a beach wedding. 
You can add your little detailed touches with color: a floral 
boutonnière, a pocket square, a lapel pin or cufflinks. These 
subtle accoutrements add to your style without overwhelming 
your look. As a general rule, don’t go for the pocket square and 
the boutonnière together. Again, aim for subtle style. And later, 
if you want to splash in the waves with your bride, you can take 
off your jacket, roll up your sleeves and go!

COUNTRY CLUB WEDDINGS
For warm weather country club weddings, a seersucker suit 
is your best bet. It’s a classic summer fabric with a unique 
texture that keeps you cool when you say, “I do.” I personally 
own one and during summer soirées it feels like wearing a 
comfortable t-shirt in the form of a beautiful suit.  

GARDEN OR CHURCH WEDDINGS
If you’re at a garden or church wedding (and if the weather 
isn’t too intense), a classic full tuxedo would probably work for 
you. And be a friend to yourself by providing options during 
the wedding reception. Brides use this opportunity to switch 
into an evening gown; do the same with a sleek dinner jacket 
and pants. Something comfortable for an evening of dancing, 
walking around and partying well. 

Laureanne Villarosa Photography

Fresh Look Photography

STYLE GUIDE |  GROOM TRENDS
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by Jonathan Hermann

TRAVEL 
ADVISORS

WEDDING 
PLANNERS

and
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Sven Studios

Don’t fret, the perfect destination wedding is well within your reach, but before you put down a deposit, think about 
consulting the experts: a wedding planner and a travel advisor.  Just like you and your fiancé were made for each 
other, these two make the perfect union to make your union perfect!

WEDDING PLANNERS

 
Wedding planners help you organize and plan all of  
your wedding events by referring trusted vendors. They 
also help with décor, menu, ceremony venue and many 
other wedding details. Another thing they’ll do for 
you? Keep stress at bay. Since they’ll be keeping all the 
moving parts and details under control, you’ll be able  
to relax and enjoy yourself. After all, isn’t that the point  
of having a destination wedding?

 
They know exactly what questions to ask to make sure 
your expectations are met and you aren’t taken by 
surprise. They’re also pros at keeping every wedding-
day detail organized and working with you to make 
your event as personable and memorable as possible. If 
you decide that you want to work your mother’s veil into 
the big day somehow or you want candles on every guest 
table, they are there to make your vision become a reality.

 
You can hire your own, or if the resort you are booking 
offers destination wedding packages, more than likely 
they will also have an on-site wedding planner. These 
specialists will not only talk with you months in 
advance of your wedding, but also they will meet with 
you upon your arrival to finalize any minor details and 
arrange the necessary legal documents. Your wedding 
planner will take the time to verify your plans, show 
you the venues and be there each step of the way.

TRAVEL ADVISORS

 
Travel advisors are certified specialists in specific areas, 
such as destination weddings or geographic regions like 
the Caribbean. They use their knowledge to help you cut 
through the clutter to zero in on the information that 
matters most. They also help organize the entire event 
 — from booking flights and hotel rooms for you and all 
of your friends and family to finding you the best values 
and helping in the case of any travel emergencies. 

 
Travel advisors are experts at organizing groups. From 
coordinating travel arrangements to handling special 
needs, documentation and payments, they take care 
of all the details so that everyone arrives on time and 
ready to celebrate! Thanks to their relationships with 
travel suppliers, they have access to valuable discounts, 
one-of-a-kind offers and exclusive VIP privileges (such 
as hotel room upgrades, free Wi-Fi and champagne)  
that you simply cannot obtain on your own.

 
Travel advisors provide personalized service and valuable 
peace of mind. And if an emergency does arise or flights 
get canceled (as they sometimes do), their agency will 
go above and beyond to make things right. Basically, 
they’re here on standby to make you and your guests 
feel totally comfortable. Agents can plan activities 
for guests at the resort or arrange for any special 
accommodations. No request is too big!

purpose

strengths
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bachelor{ette}
party

By Justin Gibson

PLANNING THE 

PERFECT
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Before the big day comes around, there’s the 
timeless and time-honored tradition of bachelor 
and bachelorette parties. To be perfectly clear on 

the party’s purpose: This is not a grand finale to good 
times with your friends — such a view is ultimately 
detrimental to the fun. 

Think of this as your friends planning a celebration to top 
all the previous celebrations you’ve ever had with them, 
for the sake of celebrating your upcoming big day. Bonus 
points awarded for the more the betrothed is surprised. 

Think of this as your friends planning a celebration to top 

all the previous celebrations you’ve ever had with them

So, for this reason, if you are the betrothed, we must ask that 
you stop reading this page right here. Not another word.

Alright, friends: We’ve got a big event to plan.  Just one 
night out on your town isn’t going to cut it; you need 
to think outside the box. Depending on where you’re 
located, what your friend considers fun and what your 
schedule is like, you’ve got options. We’ve compiled a list 
to get your brainstorm going.

}

}

let's go

BIG
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NEW YORK CITY
“The City that Never Sleeps” has a reputation that 
precedes itself. It’s safe to say whatever the bride- or 
groom-to-be enjoys, it can be found here. If nothing else, 
read the rest of the options and save New York City as 
your potential back-up. 

PHILADELPHIA
Thoroughly cemented in history with the likes of the 
Liberty Bell and Independence Hall, the Philadelphia of 
today also happens to sport a massive amount of culture—
art museums, concert halls, boutique shopping and chic 
eateries flourish from street to street. A city bustling with 
life makes for a great pick-your-own-adventure.

NASHVILLE 
It’s a stretch to say this city is in the East, but that’s 
a stretch we’re willing to take. Nashville is hallowed 
ground for country music, so should the person of the 
hour have a penchant for dive bars and live music, this  
is the place to head. 

JOSHUA TREE NATIONAL PARK
For the nature lover, few places will be as thrilling as the 
alien landscape of this massive desert. Less “nightclub” 
vibe, much more of a “campfire” party — the perfect 
setting for making some stories to tell years from now. 

PORTLAND
Portland is a bastion for all things “hipster,” from 
microbrews to quality coffee to modern art to quaint 
parks. It’d make for a remarkably “chill” weekend trip, 
though you could certainly find some nightlife if you 
wanted to. 

LAS VEGAS
The original Sin City. Gambling here has taken a back seat 
in recent years to a greater array of possibilities—shows 
that rival Broadway, concerts with crowds comparable to 
festivals, bars that are more pool party than buildings, and 
luxe resorts that are a spectacle in and of themselves. You 
can bet on having a good time here. 

CANCUN
The quintessential beach party town. Cancun has 
everything you could hope for regarding a bachelor or 
bachelorette party — luxe resorts, stunning beaches and  
a margarita that is never more than a minute away. 

COZUMEL
An island just south of Cancun, the offerings of Cozumel 
are piled atop the previously mentioned possibilities; all 
of the above with the addition of world-class scuba diving 
and some slightly sleepier beaches.

LOS CABOS 
Located on the opposite side of the country from the 
previous two, Los Cabos trades the tropical waters of 
the Gulf for sweeping shorelines of the Pacific Ocean —
providing a paradise of golfing and sport fishing. 

NEW ORLEANS
As appealing as Bourbon Street (and its seemingly 
endless venues) is on its own, the city’s second lines take 
the cake for why you should party here. It is shockingly 
straightforward and affordable to apply for a parade 
permit from the city and book a marching band. 

MIAMI
Days spent sunbathing on iconic beaches, and nights 
spent boogieing in the cool neon of fabled nightclubs — 
Miami seems like it was tailor-made for bachelor and 
bachelorette parties.

ORLANDO 
We’ve all got an inner child, and every child loves 
amusement parks. Whether it’s mouse ears at the Magic 
Kingdom or magic wands and Hogwarts at Universal 
Studios, Orlando is a fun time for any age. 

Western USA

Southern USASouth of the Border

Eastern USA
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Orlando, Florida

Miami, Florida

New York City, New York

Los Cabos, Mexico

NASHVILLE , tennessee

Joshua Tree National Park , California

New York City

PhiledelphiaWhere are we

Going?Nashville

Orlando

Miami

Los Cabos Cancun

Cozumel

Joshua Tree

Las Vegas

Portland

New Orleans
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You’ve chosen a venue, narrowed 
down the guest list, picked the 
perfect dress or suit. Now it’s time 

to focus on the details that may not get 
as much attention during planning, but 
can make a huge difference in the scheme 
of things. We’ve got memorable registry 
ideas, a guide to social media etiquette and 
signature drinks inspired by destination.

GIFT REGISTRY ADVICE SOCIAL MEDIA TIPS SIGNATURE DRINK IDEAS

to theDOWN
DETAILS

by Justin Gibson, Jonathan Hermann and Erica Moody
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EXPERIENCE
The Gift of

Consider this: You’re at a beautiful wedding, joy and revelry is felt throughout 
the crowd, and the gift table is covered by 17 blenders. You just hate to see  
it. Gifts are a wonderful way of showing a token of appreciation and love,  

but in today’s consumer-centric world, our unfortunate tendency is to focus on  
the physical item. Whether you’re the one bringing the gift or putting together  
the registry, there’s an easy alternative for avoiding this — the gift of experience.  
If you’re struggling for ideas, we brainstormed three great ones for you.

ASK OUR AGENCY FOR OTHER FUN GIFT IDEAS AND ABOUT CREATING A HONEYMOON REGISTRY

COUPLES CLASSES
These could be available on their 
honeymoon depending on the resort, 
but they could also be done after all the 
wedding festivities have come and gone. 
Cooking, painting, archery, underwater 
basket-weaving — whatever class it is, the 
name of the game is getting the couple 
to cultivate a skill together … and have 
some fun in the process. 

ALL-INCLUSIVE SPA DAYS
They are the Cadillac of experiential 
gifts. All-inclusive spa days are a 
decadent treat, pampering on par 
with royalty capable of melting away 
all stress — something that a couple 
who’s just finished planning a wedding 
is certain to have quite a bit of. Bonus 
points if it’s a destination wedding and 
the spa days are at their resort of 
choice. If not, see if you can find where 
they plan to spend their honeymoon. 

HONEYMOON ADVENTURES
A newlywed pair will likely want to 
start their happily ever after off with 
some excitement, and nothing promises 
excitement like an excursion.  Just like 
the spa days, you’ll need to know what 
their honeymoon destination is for this to 
work, but once you do — the options are 
near limitless. Whether it’s catamaran 
sailing around Antigua or dogsledding 
across a glacier in Alaska, our agency can 
help you personalize the adventure. 
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with
CONNECT

RESPECT
Social media has become such a huge 

presence at every wedding, it should 
be up there at the altar with the 

brides and grooms. While it does help you 
stay connected to your guests and makes 
it easy to share photos and news of the big 
day, there is such a thing as over-sharing. 
To avoid making any serious social slip-
ups, keep these do’s and don’ts in mind.

KEEP THE SURPRISE
Don’t let a Snapchat video or Instagram 
post ruin your spouse-to-be’s surprise of 
seeing you in your dress for the first time. 
Keep your getting-ready shots saved for 
after the walk down the aisle. Also, make 
your bridal party and guests aware of your 
social media expectations, so that no one 
is posting something from the wedding 
before you want everyone to see.

DESIGNATE AN “MVP”
Dedicate someone you trust from the 
wedding party to be your "MVP," or 
"Most Valuable Poster," trusting them to 
post updates, moments and pics to your 
personal social tools. This way, you’ll have 
more control over what is being said and 
seen, and you don’t have to worry about 
doing it yourself! 

UNPLUG THE CEREMONY
It’s your special day, so you get to set the 
rules. Ask your guests to refrain from using 
their phones until the rings have been 
swapped and the first kiss is in the books. 
You can ask your officiant to make a simple 
announcement before the ceremony, 
ensuring everyone that there will be plenty 
of opportunities for snaps later, or you 
can post a sign asking people to keep their 
devices in their purses and pockets. 

HASHTAG THE DAY
Create a special hashtag for everyone to 
use — like #BethAndJay4Eva — both for 
people attending to share their pictures 
and for those not attending to follow 
along as pics from your guests are posted 
throughout the day across social networks.

ASK OUR AGENCY FOR OTHER FUN GIFT IDEAS AND ABOUT CREATING A HONEYMOON REGISTRY
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APEROL SPRITZ
This citrusy concoction signifies the 
arrival of summer in Italy and has 
recently seen a rise in popularity across 
the U.S. However, it’s a timeless cocktail. 
Pour aperol, prosecco and seltzer into a 
wine glass, garnish with an orange slice 
and the scene is set for cocktail hour at 
a majestic Italian villa. 

GLASS
Raise a

Whether you’re celebrating on the beach or in the mountains, 
a wedding isn’t complete without a signature drink. Impress 
your guests with cocktails inspired by your location.

SPIKED HORCHATA
The milky, cinnamon-flavored rice drink, 
horchata, is best served with a splash 
of rum. It’s refreshing for beachfront 
weddings and, unlike the margarita, is 
a drink you won’t find on many cocktail 
menus in the U.S. Give your guests a true 
taste of Mexico they won’t forget.  

LAVA FLOW 
Go for a full-on tropical drink at your 
Hawaiian wedding. Where else can you 
get away with an umbrella-adorned 
concoction? Garnish this coconut rum, 
strawberry puree, pineapple juice and 
crushed ice beverage with a wedge of fresh 
pineapple for a fruitful taste of paradise. 

MULLED CIDER 
For cold-weather weddings, go for a 
drink that will warm you up and make 
you feel all cozy inside. Sip from mugs of 
mulled cider (with apple cider, cinnamon 
sticks, allspice berries and thinly sliced 
oranges on top) while gazing out at the 
snow-capped Colorado mountains for a 
scene straight out of a Hallmark movie. 
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GET YOUR

FIND THESE PLAYLISTS AND MORE ON
THE DESTINATION BLISS SPOTIFY ACCOUNT
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RECEPTIONA reception without at 
least 3 Prince songs is 

considered a dull affair.
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DESTINATION WEDDING
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Destination Bliss writers chimed 
in to offer their favorite wedding 
songs for your personal playlist. 

We each supplied five choices: prelude 
songs to play before the wedding as the 
guests mill about and find their seats; 
ceremony songs that capture the love 
you share; and tunes that will make 
sure your reception is legit. 39
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UTB Photography

WEDDINGS
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Cory Lee Photography Brandy Angel Photography

Xsperience Photography

In need of some wedding inspiration? 
You’re about to be wowed by the 
celebrations of happy couples who tied 

the knot in breathtaking locations. We 
won’t tell if you steal an idea or two!
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WENDY & CHRISTOPHER

Wendy grew up going on 
cruises and wanted the 
wedding to feel like a vacation 
for everyone attending.

The couple was married 
by the captain of the ship 
on a top-deck lounge with 
stunning tropical views.

Couple’s tip: make sure 
everyone in the wedding party 
has cell phone access for easy 
communication on the day! 

ROYAL CARIBBEAN’S INDEPENDENCE OF THE SEAS  ·  GUEST COUNT: 60
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“A cruise ship has 
something for 

everyone. You can 
relax by the pool 
or be part of the 

action.” 
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Their relaxed-yet- 
structured reception  
made everyone feel  
at home in paradise.

Kierstin’s favorite part of the 
destination was snorkeling! It was 
a chance for her to do something 
that she had never done before 
and, as a bonus, was included in 
the resort amenities. Jodeci loved 
the variety of dining options.

Couple’s tip: “You may feel 
the need to be with your 
guests the entire time 
because they came for you, 
but remember, you need 
some time for yourself as 
well! They will understand.”

GENERATIONS BY KARISMA  ·  RIVIERA MAYA, MEXICO  ·   GUEST COUNT: 50
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“We wanted to have a resort that allowed 
children. Generations is a family-friendly resort 
that had lots of features for all of our guests.” 

“Mexico was 
budget-friendly 
for us and for 
our guests.”
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LINDSAY & NICHOLAS 
MOON PALACE  ·  CANCUN, MEXICO  ·   GUEST COUNT: 24

It rained as Lindsay was 
walking down the aisle, but 
it stopped as soon as she and 
her father got to the gazebo. 
The sun came out and they 
took it as a sign of good luck.

When they arrived to  
The Gondola restaurant 
after the ceremony, the 
hospitable staff lined up 
to clap for them as they 
entered the venue.

The couple kept things 
simple and laid-back to fit 
with their personalities.
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“Using a travel advisor 
made everything better. 

It was reassuring to 
know that someone was 
there to help every step 

of the way.” 

“Everyone at the location was 
so kind and polite and made 

us feel welcomed.”

Cecilia Dumas Photography

Cecilia Dumas Photography

Cecilia Dumas Photography
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With a minimum stay, we’ll pay for your destination wedding in 
Mexico or Jamaica — décor, minister and more is on us. 

And enjoy benefits up to $30,000 in value.
All you have to say is “I do!” we’ll take care of the rest.

To book or learn more, 
contact our travel agency today. 

wedding

How about 

?
we pay for

destination
 your

C

M

Y

CM

MY

CY

CMY

K

Destination Wedding Bliss.pdf   5   8/29/19   9:21 AM



With a minimum stay, we’ll pay for your destination wedding in 
Mexico or Jamaica — décor, minister and more is on us. 

And enjoy benefits up to $30,000 in value.
All you have to say is “I do!” we’ll take care of the rest.

wedding

How about 

?
we pay for

destination
 your

C

M

Y

CM

MY

CY

CMY

K

Destination Wedding Bliss.pdf   5   8/29/19   9:21 AM

To book or learn more, 
contact our travel agency today.

Romantics Travel
817.386.0701
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LISA & JORDAN
THE GRAND MOON PALACE  ·  RIVIERA MAYA, MEXICO  ·   GUEST COUNT: 50
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RTSBefore they even got 
engaged, Lisa and 
Jordan had talked 

about a destination wedding. 
Initially leaning toward 
Punta Cana, the Minnesota-
based college sweethearts 

ultimately decided on Mexico 
for their December wedding, 
after figuring in flight times 
and overall cost of lodging 
and airfare. 

“The venue was a difficult 
decision to make because 
there are so many gorgeous 
resorts in Mexico that throw 
spectacular destination 
weddings!” Lisa wrote in her 
wedding blog.

Claudia Rodriguez

51
D

E
ST

IN
A

T
IO

N
 B

L
ISS



R
EA

L 
W

ED
D

IN
G

S

But after talking it over with 
their travel advisor, Kristi, The 
Grand at Moon Palace in Riviera 
Maya ended up suiting their 
needs perfectly.

“We decided on The Grand 
at Moon Palace because we 
knew all of our guests would 
find something they’d enjoy 
here,” Lisa wrote. “Jordan 
loves to golf and there is an 
18-hole golf course connected 
to the property as well as an 
incredible spa. There is also a 
beautiful chapel on site — the 
perfect place for our wedding 
ceremony.” 

Kristi helped them out with 
the fine print on pricing, as 
they wanted a budget-friendly 

wedding with no surprise 
charges. They loved that Palace 
offers an incentive to earn 
hours for a free private event. 
That means that if you have a 
certain number of guests that 
you can get the happy hour, 
reception dinner or part of the 
reception for much less. 

Palace also allotted resort 
credit to all wedding guests;  
they used them to golf, enjoy 
the spa, go on excursions and 
get room upgrades. It was a 
win-win situation for all. 

The stunning Cusco rooftop 
terrace overlooking the ocean 
was perfect for their event. The 
patterned tiles, greenery and 
lights over the bar provided a 

romantic, scenic place to host 
friends and family at the happy 
hour and reception. 

The wealth of dining options 
was also a big perk of the venue. 
Lisa and Jordan were delighted 
to find that there were Asian, 
French, Italian, Lebanese, 
steakhouse, Peruvian, Mexican 
and Spanish tapas restaurants, 
as well as multiple bars and 
snack cantinas. The nine 
outdoor swimming pools, two 
of which are adults-only, were 
also a refreshing feature. 

“The adults-only pools feature 
a DJ on certain days and a Grey 
Goose bar,” Lisa marveled. 
“How cool is that?!” 
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“We decided on  
The Grand at Moon 
Palace because we 

knew all of our guests 
would find something 

they’d enjoy.”
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Asking friends and family for advice is how many couples 
get through the planning process of their wedding, 
but they don’t always have the answers! So we set out 

to ask some of our brides and grooms for their best advice on 
“what they wish they would have known.” After all, hindsight 
is always 20/20! Read on for (anonymous) insights from brides 
and grooms who have been through the wedding-planning 
process and lived to tell the tale.

by Carrie Brandt

WHAT  
I WISH I 

WOULD’VE 
KNOWN

Gareth Davies Photography

• I wish I wouldn’t have stressed so much about the 
ceremony beforehand, as my wedding planner at the 
resort had it all figured out.

• The weather was really warm and our groomsmen were 
sweating it out in their full suits and were miserable. I 
would have opted for something that was still wedding 
appropriate but not as formal.

• I wish we would have taken more time off after the 
wedding to have a longer honeymoon.

• Our family was skeptical about a destination wedding, but 
once they arrived at the resort and saw what we saw, their 
worries quickly faded. Give them as much information up 
front as possible to help calm their worries.

• I would have used an online wedding website or printed 
checklist to stay organized, as there is so much to keep 
track of.

• Make sure there is a plan B for weather or vendors, as you 
can’t control everything.

• Don’t be that couple who plans every second of the wedding 
day. Have some downtime built in to your schedule to relax 
and connect with your wedding party before and after the 
ceremony, as those are the things you will remember most.

• Don’t have your bachelor/bachelorette party the night 
before your wedding, as you need to be rested and ready 
for your long day ahead.

• We should have listened to our travel advisor and booked 
our excursions before we left for our honeymoon, as we 
didn’t get to do some of the activities we wanted beacuse 
they were sold out when we arrived.

• Party favors at your reception are nice, but not required. 
If you decide you must give something away, make it 
something easy. You don’t want to be up until the wee hours 
of the morning before your wedding preparing them.

• Ask your photographer to take more pictures of the guests 
and everyone enjoying the wedding, as we had so many of 
us and the wedding party and hardly any of our friends 
and family.

• Our photos were amazing, but I wish we would have also 
paid for a videographer to really capture the emotion of 
the day.

• I would have created a honeymoon registry with our travel 
advisor to help cover the costs of our trip, which would 
have also allowed us to upgrade our flights and our room 
to a suite.
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Ask your destination wedding specialist for more information!

Sandos Cancun

Sandos Playacar Sandos Finisterra Sandos Cancun Sandos Caracol

OBTAIN UP TO $2,000 USD DISCOUNT ON YOUR WEDDING PACKAGE!
Take advantage of this attractive deal. Thanks to this new offer, inviting more friends and family 
along will not only create a fun-filled, all-inclusive vacation surrounded by your loved ones, but 

it will also help you save even more on your destination wedding at
Sandos Hotel & Resorts in Mexico.
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Brandy Angel Photography
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Wedding planning typically involves dividing 
time between two events — the wedding 
itself and the honeymoon that follows. 

Needless to say, it can be a stressful time!

That’s where we come in. We want to help make this time 
as smooth and enjoyable as possible. Our destination tips, 
expert advice and testimonials from real couples will 
ensure that once you arrive at the location of your dreams, 
it’ll be anything but nerve-wracking. Find out where to go 
in Italy based on personality, where to travel by astrological 
sign, why more couples are opting for cruise vacations,  
gay-friendly honeymoon hot spots and much more.

And make sure to check out Destination Bliss Magazine 
on Pinterest for more ideas and inspiration. Happy 
honeymooning!

Honeymoons

Our travel planning expertise can make your destination 
wedding and honeymoon perfect. 

817.386.0701



2
FIVE ITALIAN HOT SPOTS
Destinations for Any Travel Style

6
ITALY PACK ING L IST
Classic Essentials for Sightseeing

10
HONEYMOON:  
HAWAI I ST YLE
Say Aloha to Romance, Laughter 
and Happily Ever After

14
HAWAII PACK ING L IST
Style and Comfort on the Beach

17
URGE TO SPLURGE
How to Upgrade Your Honeymoon

20
BY THE NUMBERS
Honeymoon Statistics

22
SHORT BUT SWEET
The Rise of the Mini-Moon

29
CHOOSE TO CRUISE
Why More Newlyweds are 
Honeymooning at Sea

34
HONEYMOONS MADE  
FOR HOLLY WOOD
Silver Screen Locales, from  
Kenya to Singapore

40
GAY-FRIENDLY 
DESTINATIONS
Where to Find Tolerant Laws  
and Accepting Locals

42
HONEYMOON HOROSCOPES
Where to Celebrate Your Union 
Based on Your Star Sign

46
REAL HONEYMOONS
Inspiration from Happy Couples

1
D

E
ST

IN
A

T
IO

N
 B

L
ISS



ITALIAN  
HOT SPOTS  
FOR ANY TRAVEL STYLE

by Dayna Engberg

5

“Honeymooning in Italy? No thanks, 
that sounds too romantic,” said no one 
ever. We can just picture it — cuddling 
up to a dreamy gondola serenade on the 
canals of Venice, sharing a heaping plate 
of Neapolitan spaghetti à la “Lady and 
the Tramp” and circling the Coliseum by 
Vespa. But why stop there?

There’s more to Italy than Venice and 
Rome, and thanks to a hyper-efficient 
mass transit system, it’s easy to 
explore the charming villages, pastoral 
landscapes and seductive sea views of 
Italy’s less-trafficked locales. Read on 
to discover five Italian destinations to 
stretch your honeymoon itinerary.
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1
FOR THE ART ADDICTS:

F L OR ENCE 
The artistic capital of Tuscany doesn’t 
believe in the humblebrag. Michelangelo’s 
David, Botticelli’s Birth of Venus, Ghiberti’s 
Gates of Paradise — when it comes to 
world-famous art, Florence is full-on 
flaunting it. If you plan to visit multiple 
museums, save money and skip the lines 
by investing in the Firenze Card. For 72 
Euros, you’ll have VIP access to almost 
all the city’s museums for a full 72 hours. 
After you’ve had your fill of crowds, escape 
with a day trip to the picturesque Tuscan 
towns of Siena and San Gimignano, take a 
winery tour in the tranquil Chianti region, 
or see the famed slope of the leaning 
Tower of Pisa. 
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FOR THE BOHO LOVEBIRDS:

A M A L F I 
There is plenty to do in Naples, but the 
real treasure lies just outside the city. 
Anchored to the east by Mount Vesuvius 
and to the west by the sparkling 
Tyrrhenian Sea, the Amalfi Coast is an 
Instagrammable utopia of pastel-washed 
villages and dramatic rocky shorelines, 
where sapphire ocean panoramas peek out 
between stucco walls spilling over with 
colorful bougainvillea. Soak up the views 
while dining on a rainbow of market-
fresh produce and same-day seafood at 
any number of picture-perfect oceanfront 
restaurants. For a day trip, take a quick 
ferry ride to the isle of Capri and sip sweet 
limoncello with a spectacular view of the 
candy-colored coastline. 

FOR THE FASHIONISTAS:

M I L A N
Name any luxury label you can think of 
and it’s probably Italian. Prada, Gucci, 
Dolce & Gabbana, Armani, Versace, Fendi, 
Valentino — we could go on and on. Italy 
is a global fashion powerhouse and its 
headquarters lives in Milan. Whether 
you’re on the hunt for your own shiny 
treasure or just looking to take in the 
high fashion scene, this is the place. Not 
sure where to start? Head to a Galleria 
Vittorio Emanuele II — Italy’s oldest 
shopping mall and an architectural icon 
where two glass-vaulted arcades meet at 
a central, octagonal glass dome. Inside 
are the haute couture shops of Italy’s most 
celebrated designers — a veritable urban 
fashion show perfect for shopping and 
people-watching alike.
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Although its name might remind 
you of lunchmeat, that couldn’t be 
further from reality. The historic city 
of Bologna is the capital of Emilia-
Romagna, the most famous culinary 
region in Italy. Come hungry, because 
Bologna is all about food. Whether 
you know it or not, you’re probably 
already familiar with some of its most 
famous products. Parmigiano Reggiano, 
prosciutto di parma, mortadella, 
tortellini, balsamic vinegar of Modena 
— all of these were born in the region 
of Emilia-Romagna. The best part? No 
need for fancy dinner reservations, as 
top-shelf Italian cuisine is everywhere. 
Pop into any tiny bistro or visit a local 
deli and assemble your own spread for a 
romantic picnic.

FOR THE HIPSTER ADVENTURERS:

BA R I
If you’re the type of trailblazing couple looking to avoid crowds and get 
off the beaten piazza, Puglia (the heel of Italy’s boot) packs quite the kick. 
As one of the least-visited and most-diverse destinations in the country, 
Puglia’s capital of Bari is ideal for explorers. Think whitewashed villages 
clinging to rocky cliff faces, spaghetti-thin roads winding through jagged 
mountains and rolling hills of olive groves thick with lemon-scented air. 
Looking for the ultimate romantic dinner? Snag a reservation at Ristorante 
Grotta Palazzese, a grotto restaurant nestled within the sea cliffs where 
authentic Apulian cuisine is served alongside a spectacular oceanfront view.

4
5FOR THE FOODIES:

BOL OGNA
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A WIDE-BRIMMED HAT  

Keep your face out of the sun and make a fashion statement 
with a neutral topper, perfect for a gondola ride. 

Wide-brimmed palm boater, $140, lackofcolor.com 

STATEMENT GLASSES    

Don’t be afraid to take fashion risks—
you are in Italy, where couture is king.  

The Patty-Havana glasses, $90, 
shoptezza.com

ROMANTIC READ   

Sip wine on the Amalfi Coast while 
reading romantic verses from one of 
Italy’s great authors, Dante Alighieri.

The New Life, $8.35, amazon.com 

HAND-HELD LUGGAGE   

Don’t damage the cobblestone 
streets of Venice with wheeled 
suitcases; consider a duffel instead.

Sutton duffle, $69.99,  
Herschel.com

CLASSIC DRESS   

Opt for classic, romantic attire in 
breathable fabrics for long days of 
sightseeing and pasta indulgence.  

La Vie mixed stripe and eyelet 
dress, $325, rebeccataylor.com

ITALY
PACKING LIST

Bring classic essentials for sightseeing 
along city streets and seaside escapes. 

by Erica Moody
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CELEBRATE YOUR HONEYMOON, ANNIVERSARY OR VOW RENEWAL  
ON THE WORLD’S MOST BEAUTIFUL SHIPS. 

Celebrate your life’s most special moments, or mark the start of a new life together, with a cruise to the 
Caribbean aboard MSC Cruises. Pose for treasured portraits on a dazzling Swarovski crystal staircase. 

Lose yourselves in a couple’s massage in the MSC Aurea Spa or relax in a soothing whirlpool tub.  
Step ashore and discover tropical splendor together in the exotic Caribbean and explore romantic 

secluded beaches and picturesque villages. Treat yourselves to VIP treatment with 24-hour butler and 
concierge attention when you upgrade to the exclusive MSC Yacht Club. 

Celebrate life’s special milestones with Celebration Surprise Packages curated by  
Martha Stewart. Enjoy one of Martha’s signature treats along with sipping on wine that 
she hand selected. You will even receive a special personalized letter from Martha too! 

To book or learn more,
contact Romantics Travel today!
817.386.0701 or RomanticsTravel.com



H
awai‘i offers six romantic islands, 
tailor-made for two. Spend the day 
sharing adventures, from exploring the 

lava fields and sun-warmed black sand on the 
island of Hawai‘i to watching the sun set from 
Waikīkī Beach on O‘ahu. When the day is done, 
sip champagne while relaxing to the rhythmic 
ebb and flow of the ocean. Tomorrow there are 
beaches to explore. Sunsets to chase. Surprises 
to stumble upon. You’ll see why the special 
moments of your trip to Hawai‘i become even 
more memorable when they’re shared. Get 
inspired at #LetHawaiiHappen.

K AUA'I
Kaua‘i is made for romance. Idyllic lush settings, 
quiet crescent beaches, luxurious resort 
pampering — it’s all here, just waiting for the 
two of you. A refuge for body, mind and heart, 
“rejuvenating” is a word often used on Kaua‘i.

INSIDER TIP: Explore the towering cliffs of the 
Nāpali Coast on the North Shore by taking a 
boat tour or cruise. In the summer, you can even 
explore Nāpali’s sea caves by kayak.

O'AHU
O‘ahu is a vibrant gathering spot with a unique 
blend of relaxation and excitement. Wiggle your 
toes in the warm sand. Listen to the melodic 
sound of the surf. Stroll into colorful shops, 
where local crafts, gorgeous jewelry and fine art 
dazzle the eyes. Savor every delectable bite of 
fresh and irresistible farm-to-table cuisine and 
explore the vibrant nightlife. Watch the moon 
and count the constellations. Experience the 
buzz and energy of O‘ahu.

INSIDER TIP: Experience a traditional Hawaiian 
healing art — a couples lomilomi (massage) — 
which incorporates broad, rhythmic strokes.

M AUI
Let the stresses of work and city life fall away 
as Maui works its magic on your body and 
spirit. From truly revitalizing spa experiences 
to idyllic resorts, quaint towns and spectacular 
cuisine, Maui soothes and captivates at every 
turn. Everywhere you look there’s romance — 
sweethearts strolling together embraced by 
the sound of slack-key guitar and the sweet 
fragrance of floral lei.

INSIDER TIP: Watch an intimate sunset, wrapped 
together in a blanket more than 10,000 feet 
above sea level at the top of Haleakalā.

ISL AND OF H AWAI'I
The island of Hawai‘i, right at the intersection 
of pure beauty and pure bliss, is made for 
exploration. Let your senses awaken to the 
sounds and textures of the landscape — birds 
and waterfalls, lava fields and sun-warmed 
black sand. Romance is everywhere: in 
thousands of twinkling stars, fragrant flowers, 
hypnotic sunsets and a soothing serenade of 
island music.

INSIDER TIP: Pu‘uhonua o Hōnaunau is a 
perfect place to immerse yourself in Hawaiian 
culture. At this sacred historic site, you’ll find 
tall, hand-carved wooden ki‘i, or images, the  
18-food-wide and 12-feet-high Great Wall, and 
the final resting place of past chiefs.

ISLAND HOPPING IN 
HAWAI‘I
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Kaua'i

Island of Hawai’i

Island of Maui

O’ahu
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To book or learn  
more contact 

Romantics Travel
817.386.0701

RomanticsTravel.com



By Dayna Engberg

SAY ALOHA 

TO ROMANCE , 

L AUGHTER AND 

HAPPILY  EVER 

AFTER

HONEYMOON

HAWAII 
STYLE
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After months of mounting excitement — cake 
tasting, dress fitting, RSVP tracking and fervent 
planning — your wedding day will race by in what 

seems like only moments. What comes next is key; it’s the 
victory lap after the championship win. A honeymoon is 
not just a vacation, it’s a celebratory transition — a time 
to release the tensions of the much-anticipated wedding 
day and ease blissfully into married life together.

Famous for its lei’d back vibes and welcoming aloha 
spirit, there are few places better suited than Hawaii. 
Boasting all the elements of a tropical paradise—from 
crystalline sapphire waters to powder soft beaches and 
fragrant exotic flora—read on to discover four Hawaiian 
Islands that are perfect for honeymooners.

Maui has a reputation for romance, and it doesn’t take 
much to see why. Think picture-perfect beaches bathed 
in neon pink sunsets, tiki-lit oceanfront dinners, 
prismatic waterfalls and lush rainforest trails. The 
island is known for its glitzy upscale resorts coupled 
with impossibly photogenic scenery and some of the 
best outdoor adventures in the Western hemisphere.  In 
short, Maui is a honeymooner’s dream. 

If you’re looking for action, there are enough options to fill 
every day of your honeymoon. Stand beneath the mist 
of the Nakalele Blowhole or hike the Kapalua Coastal 
Trail along Maui’s dramatic northwestern coast. Kayak 
alongside the humpback whales of Makena Bay or zip 
line over massive canyons and dense eucalyptus forests 
of Haleakalā National Park. Ready for relaxation? There’s 
plenty of that, too. Choose from over 30 miles of tranquil 
beaches, from volcanic black to deep red to white sands.

PRO TIP: MAUI MUST-DO  

Drive the legendary Road to Hana, an unbelievably 
scenic coastal drive where each winding turn is 

even more stunning than the last.

LIVE  YOUR BEST  LIFE 

IN M AU I
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K AUAI

For most honeymooners, you’ll arrive to the Hawaiian 
Islands via Honolulu International Airport on Oahu, 
the archipelago’s most cosmopolitan island. Here, the 
skyline is a breathtaking visual summary of what Oahu 
is all about: urban appeal meets rugged wilderness, 
where a wide crescent beach is backed by glittering 
high-rises and the mighty Diamond Head crater.  

Soak up city charms — from Michelin-grade restaurants 
to shopping, museums and more — then enjoy spectacular 
outdoor activities, like snorkeling at Hanauma Bay Nature 
Preserve or hiking along the Koko Crater Railway Trail. 
Marvel at the opulent architecture inside Iolani Palace, 
then venture through the rainforests of Manoa Falls 
Trail. If you’re the type of couple who can’t choose 
between the cultural draws of the city and the allure of 
the backcountry, Oahu is the island for you. 

Big Island (officially known as the island of Hawai’i) 
really lives up to its name. It’s so big, you could fit 
all the other islands within it, twice. Boasting eight 
microclimates and 4,000 square miles of diverse 
landscapes — from black-sand beaches to vast 
lava fields, snow-capped volcanic peaks and misty 
forested valleys — much of the island’s interior is still 
untouched today. In other words, if you’re looking to 
stray from the beaten path, Big Island is your best bet.

Defined by the volcanic eruptions that formed it, 
Big Island is home to the only active volcano in the 
Hawaiian archipelago, Kilauea, where you can still 
witness the glowing orange lava erupting from its 
crater. Too close for comfort? You can also scale a 
dormant volcano at Mauna Kea — technically the  
earth’s tallest mountain, base to summit.

PRO TIP: OAHU MUST-DO  

Indulge in a romantic oceanfront dinner at the 
five-star, five-diamond La Mer Restaurant near 

Honolulu’s famed Waikiki Beach. 

PRO TIP: BIG ISLAND MUST-DO  

Catch the sunset at Mauna Kea Observatory, home 
to the world’s largest telescopes. Bring a blanket and 
stay to see the night sky like you never have before.

WINE AND D INE 

IN OA H U

BE AT  THE  CROWDS ON THE 

BIG ISL A ND
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K AUAI

In Kauai, nature is just showing off. Isolated 
aquamarine bays, emerald mountain peaks, cascading 
waterfalls surrounded in exotic flowers — it’s not 
nicknamed “The Garden Island” for nothing. If you’re 
up for an adventure, Kauai is the spot for you. Hike 
the staggering 10-mile-long Waimea Canyon, pause at 
dozens of spectacular coastal lookouts and chase all the 
magical waterfalls, from the prismatic Wailua to the 
towering Hanakapiai.

With pristine nature all around, there are countless 
ways to enjoy Kauai. A helicopter tour over the 
mountains? Check. Swimming with the dolphins? You 
got it. After you’ve had your fill of hiking, kayaking, zip 
lining, whale-watching and off-roading, lounge around 
watching the surfers at Hanalei Beach.

PRO TIP: KAUAI MUST-DO  

Take a sunset cruise along the accordion-folded 
cliffs of the stunning Nā Pali Coast.

CHA SE  WATERFALLS 

IN K AUA I
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WEAR-EVERYWHERE SHOES 

These sandals are just dressy enough to take you from the 
beach to an oceanfront restaurant. No heels necessary. 

Castañer Pasha Flat Espadrille in black linen, $180, 
annmashburn.com

TROPICAL PRINTS  

Take this opportunity to wear Hawaiian shirts or 
patterned dresses. The bolder the better.

byTiMo summer maxi shirt dress, $420, bytimo.no

UNDERWATER CAMERA   

Consider putting this on your registry. Capture the two 
of you under the sea with a quality waterproof camera. 

Hero7 white, $199.99, gopro.com

CHIC SWIMSUIT

You’ll likely be in your suit more than any 
other item of clothing, so indulge in one 
that will make you feel great. 

Johanna Ortiz bewildering belted swimsuit, 
$475, modaoperandi.com

ONE TOTE FITS ALL 

Tote bags that come with interchangeable 
pouches are easy to pack, mix and match. 

Extrovert Black Handle Bag, Riley Versa, $150, 
with white croc pouch, $50, rileyversa.com 

HAWAII
PACKING LIST

Think supreme comfort and casual elegance 
for your stunning beachside honeymoon.

by Erica Moody
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NOTE: Rights Managed TMK,  
need to price out what it would  
cost to use per publication

We've got the cure 
for wanderlust

All-Inclusive
TAHITI 

FR EN CH P OLYNE SIA 
F I J I 

SOUTH PACIFI C

Luxury Small-Ship Voyages

To book or learn more, contact our agency today.  Romantics Travel 817.386.0701



BEYOND 
THE 

ORDINARY

Our agency excels at enhancing your vacation through SELECT 
Experiences — our exclusive program that includes the world’s 
finest hotels, resorts, villas, cruise lines and tour partners. When 
booked through our agency, your vacation can be enriched with 
exclusive perks and privileges, such as: 

• VIP amenity valued at 100 USD
• Complimentary breakfast for two daily
• Upgrade upon availability
• Early check-in and late checkout upon availability
• Complimentary Wi-Fi
• Shipboard spending credits
• Exclusive shore events
• Destination spending money when staying at a SELECT Villa
• And more!

KKiimmppttoonn  SSeeaaffiirree  RReessoorrtt  &&  SSppaa

T O  E N J O Y  T H E S E  S P E C I A L  A M E N I T I E S ,  CONTACT ROMANTICS TRAVEL TODAY - 817.386.0701



SPA YES
Nothing is better than hitting the spa after dealing with 
the stress of planning a wedding. Beyond the traditional 
couples massage, you can take a mud bath together in a 
private suite or get side-by-side foot massages, just to 
name a few. Not only will they revive and rejuvenate you, 
but also they’ll up the romance factor. 

By Jonathan Hermann

URGE SPLURGEto
Accept the

UPGRADE NOW
Whatever room or cabin you’re considering, upgrade it 
immediately. You will spend a lot of time in your room, if 
you know what we mean (nudge-nudge, wink-wink), so 
make sure your surroundings are extra special. Upgrade 
to a suite with a private plunge pool or a stateroom with a 
private balcony. 

PRIVATE TOURS
It’s exciting to explore the amazing new destinations 
you’ll find yourselves in during your honeymoon. If your 
resort or cruise ship includes local tours, opt for a private 
one that will create magical memories just for the two of 
you. We’re talking about a private sunset sail, horseback 
rides on the beach, or even a secret swim in a cenote. 

EXPLORE THE AREA
Yes, we know that the all-inclusive resort is already paid 
for and has everything you need and then some. But when 
your resort is located in an exotic destination, you need to 
take a break from the non-stop mimosas and explore the 
local culture. Your time meeting local artisans and dining 
on authentic cuisine will be a night to remember. 

PRO TIP: You can spend a fortune 
on these splurges, but you don’t have 
to. Working within your budget, our 
agency can use our extensive cruising 
and resort experience, along with our 
spa and tour contacts around the world, 
to find the ideal splurges for you.
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Majestic Resorts were designed with  
one thing in mind — romance. The 
stunning beachfront locations in  

Punta Cana and Playa Mujeres make for nothing 
but a breathtaking and unforgettable wedding 
ceremony. Couples can choose from a broad 
variety of incredible spots to hold their ceremony 
— whether it be in scenic wedding gazebos,  
a cozy chapel or simply right on the shores of 
tropical bliss. These all-inclusive resorts strive 
to provide the couple with magic at the hands 
of the most experienced teams of wedding 
planners in all of Punta Cana and Playa Mujeres.

In Punta Cana, Majestic offers three resorts,  
all located on the gorgeous beach of  
Playa Bavaro. Majestic Colonial’s beautiful  
flora and wildlife along the coastline,  
Majestic Elegance’s combination of nature 
and style bordered by dreamlike landscapes 
and Majestic Mirage’s unspoiled palm-lined 
beaches are about the highest standards of 
sophistication Punta Cana can bring. As for 
Majestic Elegance in Playa Mujeres, couples  
can hold their dream wedding under the  
Cancun sunset. 

THE MAJESTIC 

WAY TO SAY  I DO
This brand-new resort in the most exclusive area 
of Mexico makes saying “I Do” more surreal than 
imaginable. Each of Majestic’s properties provide 
state-of-the-art photography services and a 
choice of ballrooms, bars, terraces and beach 
areas to hold private wedding events. 

Aside from the planning and locations, wedding 
packages contain all the perfect touches, 
including an officiant, wedding cake, table 
arrangements and plenty more. Wedding 
paradise is just a call away, so call to book  
your complimentary wedding package with  
your travel advisor today.
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Contact 
Romantics Travel 

to book your  
complimentary 

wedding package 
817.386.0701



THE MAJESTIC 

WAY TO SAY  I DO
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8 DAYS

10% 15%

TOP 3

$4,466 3x
AVERAGE LENGTH  
OF A HONEYMOON

COUPLES WHO CHOOSE  
A HONEYMOON CRUISE

COUPLES WHO HAVE BOTH A  
HONEYMOON & MINI-MOON

ITEMS NEWLYWEDS BUY 
BEFORE THIER HONEYMOON

1. SWIMSUIT

2. CLOTHES

3. SUNGLASSES

AVERAGE COST  
OF A HONEYMOON

ABOVE TYPICAL 
VACATION SPEND

HONEYMOONS
by the Numbers

TOP 4TOP 4
INTERNATIONAL DESTINATIONSUNITED STATES DESTINATIONS

1. HAWAII               2. FLORIDA

3. CALIFORNIA       4. NEVADA

1. MEXICO         2. JAMAICA

3. ITALY             4. BAHAMAS

AMALFI 
COAST

ITALY

NEW 
YORK
NEW YORK

MAGOO 
DHOO
MALDIVES

KUTA
INDONESIA

TOP 4 MOST INSTAGRAMMED HONEYMOON HOTSPOTS

STATISTICS FROM TRIPSAVVY.COM & TRAVEL AGENT CENTRAL

20
D

E
ST

IN
A

T
IO

N
 B

L
IS

S



Offer subject to change without notice; other restrictions may apply. *Minimum night stays, select travel dates and other restrictions may apply. 
For complete terms and conditions, visit tlgtermsandconditions.com/delta-vacations-6219. Inclusions vary by destination and resort. 

©2019 Delta Vacations DV33027                    Location: Hyatt Ziva Cancun

 SHARE 
YOUR LOVE
WITH SPECIAL SAVINGS.
Wedding guests save up to $225 per booking. 
Create your dream wedding at Hyatt Ziva™ or Hyatt Zilara™ All Inclusive Resorts 
in Mexico, Jamaica or the Dominican Republic, and get complimentary wedding 
packages, extravagant upgrades and much more. 

And, your guests will save up to $225 per booking on a flight and hotel 
package of $699 or more. As the wedding couple, you will receive up 
to $100 per guest booking, up to the total cost of your own reservation.*

Contact Romantics Travel today at 817.386.0701 



SHORT BUTSweet
Wedding trends come and go, but there’s one that’s here to 

stay: the mini-moon. Short and sweet, these post-wedding 
escapes are the modern couple’s answer to maxed-out 

vacation days and stretched-tight budgets. This might sound like 
an unfortunate compromise, but not to worry, mini-moons offer 
newlyweds the best of both worlds: a relaxing post-nuptial getaway  
and the promise of a longer, more elaborate honeymoon to come. 

Limited to only a few days, mini-moons are all about spending 
time with your new spouse, and whether you check into a local 
hotel for a few nights or hop on a quick flight to the nearest 
beach, they can, and should be, wonderfully romantic. Think long 
walks, candlelight dinners and time together at the spa. Mini-
moons may be short, but there’s still plenty of time to indulge! 

Your travel advisor can help you find the perfect destination, 
somewhere not too far, yet special enough to celebrate your 
nuptials in style. Just remember, wherever you go, turn off your 
phones and leave the to-do list at home.

THE RISE OF THE MINI -MOON
by Lisa Kahan
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Weddings can be 
tiring. Postponing 
means you’ll be more 
relaxed and ready to 
enjoy the experience. 

You’re bound to use 
some of your vacation 
days for your wedding. 
Waiting gives you time 
to accrue more.

5 REASONS 

TO POSTPONE 

YOUR LONG 

HONEYMOON

Weddings are expensive. 
Waiting gives you time 
to save for the trip of 
your dreams.1 You’ll have the time 

and energy to focus 
on planning the trip 
of a lifetime.3Enjoy the flexibility 

of traveling during 
peak season or taking 
advantage of off-
season discounts.2

54

TURN THE PAGE FOR 4 OF OUR FAVORITE MINI-MOON DESTINATIONS
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MONTREAL
Paris may be too far to go for a mini-moon, 
but the enchanting French-speaking city of 
Montreal is the perfect substitute. A short flight 
from Boston, New York and Chicago, Montreal’s 
picturesque cobblestone streets, cozy cafés and 
incredible live music make it one of the most 
romantic cities in North America. Hotels are 
plentiful here, but we love the contemporary 
Hotel William Gray in the heart of Old Montreal 
and the elegant Ritz-Carlton Montreal, known as 
the Grande Dame of Sherbrooke Street.

NAPA VALLEY
If you’re getting married on the West Coast, Napa 
Valley is the ideal mini-moon location. Only 
an hour outside of San Francisco, this verdant 
valley is famous for its beautiful vistas, farm-
to-table restaurants, award-winning wineries 
and luxurious hotels and resorts. The intimate 
Carneros Resort and Spa nestled amid 28 acres of 
picturesque vineyards and the Meadowood Napa 
Valley with its cozy private cottages and Michelin-
starred restaurant are two excellent choices.

Historic CharmHistoric Charm
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Sun & Fun Sun & Fun 
MIAMI
Whether you want to celebrate your nuptials by 
dancing the night away or you never leave your 
private poolside cabana, Miami has something for 
everyone. From world-famous nightlife to opulent 
oceanside resorts, not to mention plenty of sun 
and sand, Miami is indeed the Magic City. Luckily, 
there’s no shortage of incredible hotels — the 
iconic Fontainebleau, the sleek Nobu Hotel Miami 
Beach and the grand Acqualina Resort & Spa are 
just a few — and non-stop flights are plentiful, 
making Miami an ideal mini-moon destination.

BERMUDA
If it’s a tropical getaway you’re after, look no 
further than Bermuda. With pink-sand beaches 
and brilliant blue water, you’d never know this 
tiny island isn’t in the Caribbean. Only a two-
hour flight from New York and Washington D.C., 
Bermuda could hardly be more convenient, and 
you’ll quickly fall in love with its laid-back charm. 
The island has several excellent hotels, including 
the Loren at Pink Beach, a modern boutique hotel 
with 45 spacious, ocean-facing suites, and the 
iconic Hamilton Princess & Beach Club, which 
features stunning views and a luxury spa.

LET OUR AGENCY HELP YOU PLAN YOUR PICTURE-PERFECT MINI-MOON
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Zöetry Paraiso de la Bonita is the perfect romantic setting with Endless Privileges® that will make 

your wedding dreams come true.  Exchange your vows in a lovely wedding gazebo on the beach, 

on a private pier, or at other beautiful spots. Enjoy your special moment as you say “I do” because 

the resort’s Life Event Coordinators will take care of all the to-dos, at no additional charge. They are 

experts at planning, catering, decoration, transportation and all other aspects down to the smallest 

detail. Before and after your ceremony, the resort’s spa also offers the perfect place to relax, enjoy a 

bridal manicure, or relish the bliss of a sensuous couple’s massage. Your most special of days will be 

a masterpiece; after all, Zoëtry means the Art of Lifes®. 

Make your special day 
MAGICAL!

To book or learn more, contact our agency today!

TLN Desitnation Bliss - AMResorts-R1-SP.indd   1 8/29/2019   5:20:17 PM
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To book or learn more, contact Romantics Travel today!



Live a dream… 
 The Caribbean beach wedding ceremony you‘ve always dreamed of

 Wedding specialists happy to assist you 

 Five wedding packages to choose from: Emerald, Romance Extravaganza, 
Unforgettable, Sunshine and Free*

 Three wedding themes: Blue Marine, Vintage and Glamour

Dominican Republic · Mexico · Jamaica 

*Additional fees apply for services of a judge or minister. Subject to terms and conditions.

 Destination Bliss AGO 2019.indd   1 21/8/19   15:58

Contact our agency to plan your dream destination wedding.



WHY MORE NEWLYWEDS ARE HONEYMOONING AT SEA

CHOOSE  
TO CRUISE

by Jonathan Hermann

When it comes to the honeymoon, most couples 
dream about lounging on Caribbean beaches, 
sipping mai tais at a swim-up bar in Mexico or 

strolling hand-in-hand down the streets of Paris or Rome. 
But when the pressures of wedding planning seep in, along 
with the budget strains, couples often find themselves 
sacrificing those honeymoon dreams for the greater good.

But you don’t have to sacrifice anything. You can still feel 
the sand between your toes, those drinks on your lips and 
the cobblestone beneath your Toms — all wrapped up in 
an easy-to-take, easier-to-enjoy vacation that balances 
romance and adventure. Of course, we’re talking about 
cruising (it’s right there in the title of this article). Here are 
three reasons more and more honeymooners are choosing 
to spend their first married week sailing the seas. 
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Contact  our  agency to star t  planning your  Royal  Car ibbean wedding today.
WEDDINGS | HONEYMOONS | VOW RENEWALS | COMMITMENT CEREMONIES | PROPOSALS

Coco Beach Club, overwater cabanas and South Beach are currently in development and are scheduled to open December 2019; all features and timing are subject to change without notice. 
Perfect Day and CocoCay are registered trademarks of Royal Caribbean. ©2019 Royal Caribbean Cruises Ltd. Ships’ registry: The Bahamas. 19068821 • 7/2/2019

Basseterre ,  St .  K i t ts

Vowing to travel through life together is only the beginning of your most adventurous journey yet. 
Royal Weddings by Royal Caribbean® ensures every moment comes packed with one-of-a-kind memories.

The ocean is the perfect backdrop for your event, whether it’s a decked-out affair on one of the world’s largest 
cruise ships or an intimate vow renewal on secluded sands ashore. A dedicated wedding planner designs your 

customized day — personalized menus, florals, photography, and entertainment options included.

And don’t forget the honeymoon — with Royal Caribbean, explore multiple destinations with the ease of only 
unpacking once — or enjoy wows after vows at Perfect Day at CocoCay, where you’ll find seaside serenity at 

Coco Beach Club, an exclusive island enclave opening this December.

SAY I  DO TO ADVENTURE



IT’S EXCITING 
Being an island-hopping, international traveler never gets old. 

Most cruise itineraries whisk you away to multiple countries or 
islands, so you can check off numerous bucket-list destinations 

in one go. For example, an eastern Caribbean itinerary can 
take you to Key West, St. Maarten, St. Kitts & Nevis, St. Thomas 

and Puerto Rico in the span of seven days, while a western 
Mediterranean voyage will transport you across Spain,  

France, Italy and Croatia in just one to two weeks. 

Each stop along your itinerary brings with it a chance to 
explore to your heart’s content. You can dive into the culture, 

feast on local cuisine, frolic on the world’s greatest beaches or set 
off on a hike through a rainforest. Whatever you choose, these 

are fresh, new memories you’ll be making together.

IT’S ROMANTIC 
No matter where you cruise to, no matter which cruise line, 
romance is always on the itinerary. From candlelit dinners 
on your private balcony and an intimate couples massage at 
the spa, to midnight cuddling in the whirlpool and nibbling 
on chocolate-covered strawberries in your suite, there 
will be plenty of ways for you and your newly betrothed to 
christen your eternal love. 

The staff will also go out of their way to add special touches 
to your journey. They can arrange a cozy booth in the ship’s 
upscale French bistro or a special shore excursion to a 
private beach. 

IT’S EASY 
Let’s be honest: planning a wedding is hard work, so 
having an easy honeymoon is extremely appealing. There’s 
nothing easier than a cruise vacation. Accommodations, 
gourmet dining, Broadway-caliber entertainment, 
Instagrammable activities like skydiving right on deck 
and walking a plank over the edge of the ship — they’re all 
part of your ticket and ready to enjoy on board. The total 
beverage package — beer, wine and cocktails throughout 
the ship — may be a little extra depending on your cruise 
line, but totally worth it.

Plus, when you book certain cruises through our agency, you 
can enjoy special amenities at no additional cost, making 
you feel like a VIP just for being you. We’re talking about free 
shipboard credit to spend however you wish, an invitation 
to an exclusive cocktail party, a free shore excursion and 
more. Just ask us, and we’ll let you know your options. 
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PLACES AS  BEAUTIFUL 

Let your special setting speak for itself. 
Celebrity offers packages on board and 
on shore for the wedding destination and 

backdrop of your choice. Let the open sea be 
the backdrop to an unforgettable ceremony, or 
choose a favorite port of call for the festivities. 
A wedding at sea is so romantic, and you can 
enjoy your honeymoon right after the ceremony 
and the reception.

Whether it’s a stunning beachside wedding or 
a sophisticated celebration on board one of our 
stunningly designed ships (yes, our captains 
can marry you at sea), you’re sure to find an 
experience that’s perfect for you. And, with our 
wedding cruise deals, the best part is, we’ll take 
care of every detail, so you can focus on what 
matters most – each other.

Choose a destination, then a package. And get 
ready for the most romantic day of your life. 

We are pleased to announce that our captains 
are able to perform legally recognized same-sex 
marriages in international waters.

AS THE MO  MENT
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To book or learn  
more contact 

Romantics Travel
817.386.0701

RomanticsTravel.com



PLACES AS  BEAUTIFUL 
AS THE MO  MENT
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by Corey Quinlan Taylor

For more than a century, cinema has 
influenced fashion, travel and food, 
from Audrey Hepburn’s little black 

dress in “Breakfast at Tiffany’s” to Jeff 
Bridges’ love of White Russians in “The 
Big Lebowski.” So, it should be no surprise 
that couples worldwide are inspired by 
films while selecting their honeymoon 
destinations. Here are a few examples 
from the silver screen that could spark  
the romance in your honeymoon.   

MADE FOR HOLLYWOOD
HONEYMOONS
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In the film “Dr. No,” Jamaica was the first 
destination in the James Bond spy series, 
with Sean Connery romancing bikini-clad 
Ursula Andress. Ian Fleming, the author of 
the 007 books, fell in love with the location 
and created “Goldeneye,” a three-bedroom 
island villa with an encased garden. The 
villa is open to the public, complete with 
a butler, cook and private beach. So, for 
those desiring a bit of espionage (and jerk 
chicken) with their honeymoon, this is an 
exciting option.

After seeing “The Lion King,” who hasn’t 
imagined vast savannas in the African 
sun, with lions, leopards, elephants and 
cape buffalo? Fortunately, both Kenya and 
Tanzania offer safaris in scenic places 
like Serengeti National Park, Amboseli 
National Park and Lake Manyara National 
Park. Expert guides will lead the way to 
teach you about the local wildlife, and 
local resorts will provide the perfect 
setting for your romantic getaway. 

DR. NO
ORACABESSA BAY, JAMAICA 

THE LION KING
KENYA & TANZANIA 

35
D

E
ST

IN
A

T
IO

N
 B

L
ISS



“Downton Abbey” has a massive fan base 
on both sides of the pond. This period 
drama tells the story of the Crawley 
family, aristocrats at the dawn of 20th-
century England, residing in a fictional 
Yorkshire country estate. For newlywed 
fans, what could be better than a private 
tour of Highclere Castle, the site of the 
estate used in the series? Learn about 
the history of the estate, while exploring 
its gardens, woodlands and antiquities. 
Accommodations include local five-
star hotels or one of two lodges on the 
Highclere estate.

“Crazy Rich Asians” was a global 
phenomenon for its groundbreaking 
casting and introducing the splendor of 
Singapore to those unfamiliar with the 
island city-state. This romantic comedy, 
based on Kevin Kwan’s bestselling 
novel, presents a number of locales 
honeymooners could visit such as: The 
Gardens by the Bay, with its multi-regional 
botanical gardens, glass-enclosed Cloud 
Forest, and the Supertree Grove — 
tree-like structures, about 165 feet tall, 
connected by aerial walkways. Other 
sites include the Marina Bay Sands hotel, 
which has the world’s largest infinity pool 
— available to guests of the hotel only — 
and Hawker Markets, the scene of Rachel 
Chu and Nick Young’s first outing on the 
island. Hawker Markets is also known 
for its Michelin-star-rated food stands. 
Singapore is a feast for the senses and a 
fantastic honeymoon destination, whether 
you’ve seen “Crazy Rich Asians” or not. 

DOWNTON ABBEY 
NEWBURY, ENGLAND

CRAZY RICH ASIANS
SINGAPORE
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PRO TIP:  These are just a few examples 
of cinema-inspired honeymoons our agency 
can help you create. It’s fun to see how far 
your imagination can take you in finding 
that perfect vacation with your newly 
wedded partner. There are limits of course: 

Wakanda is still off the map. 

Fans of this 1996 Oscar-winning film 
often note the beautiful Tuscany vistas 
and architecture, where Juliette Binoche 
listened to Ralph Fiennes’ tale of tragic 
love. Honeymooners wishing to recreate 
that beauty, without the tragedy, can 
spend their vacation at Sant’Anna in 
Camprena monastery, which sits on the 
hills of Tuscany in the province of Siena. 
This monastery has gardens, a cycle of 
frescos painted in the 16th century by 
Antonio Bazzi (nicknamed Sodoma) and 
accommodations ranging from austere to 
luxurious. The monastery grows its own 
food, which appears on its traditional 
Tuscan menu, and of course there’s a wide 
variety of wines. 

THE ENGLISH PATIENT 
SIENA PROVINCE, ITALY
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Pledge your love in an idyllic island paradise that’s 
tailor-made for romance, whether you’re planning 
a destination wedding with family and friends or a 
memorable honeymoon for two.  Undeniably unique, 
discover the natural beauty of Dunn’s River Falls, stroll 
miles of sparkling beaches, explore the serene Blue 
Mountains or snuggle up for a cozy bamboo ra�  ride 
down the Ma� ha Brae River.

Let Pleasant Holidays’ Wedding Travel Specialists help 
you arrange the wedding and honeymoon of your dreams 
from a selection that features all the top Jamaica reso�  
brands, including all-inclusive and adults-only options at:
•  AMReso� s
•  Bahia Principe Hotels & Reso� s
•  Blue Diamond Reso� s
•  Couples Reso� s
•  Iberostar Hotels & Reso� s
•  Melia Hotels International
•  Palladium Hotel Group
•  Playa Hotels & Reso� s
•  Riu Hotels & Reso� s
•  Sandals® & Beaches® Reso� s
•  The Excellence Collection
•  And more!

Pleasant Holidays’ complete wedding and honeymoon 
travel options feature everything you need in one 
convenient location, including flights on major airlines, 
hotel stays, transfers, and in-destination activities and 
excursions such as:
• Romantic Sailing Outings • Dunn’s River Falls 
• Island and City Tours • Jamaica Bobsledding 
• Bamboo Ra� ing on the Ma� ha Brae • And much more!

PLUS ask about arrival and depa� ure service at the 
Club Mobay VIP Lounge, including fast-track assistance 
through Immigration and Security.

PLEASANT HOLIDAYS WEDDING TRAVEL DESK SERVICES
•  Flexible travel options and custom wedding packages
•  Travel protection plans that insure your travel    
 investment

Destination hotels, activities and services subject to change at any time without notice. Not responsible for errors or omissions. Pleasant Holidays acts only as an agent for cruise & tour providers listed. CST# 1007939-10. 
Copyright©2019 Pleasant Holidays, LLC. All Rights Reserved.

TO BOOK OR LEARN MORE, CONTACT OUR AGENCY TODAY

CELEBRATE 
YOUR LOVE IN
JAMAICA
An ideal island for Destination Weddings, Honeymoons and more
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With dozens of same-sex couples getting married 
in the U.S. every year, the number of honeymoon 
destinations touting themselves as gay-friendly 

has skyrocketed. This is good news for couples searching for 
a place where they can be themselves, and with help from 
an LGBTQ travel specialist, it will be easy to make dreams 
of a post-nuptial getaway come true. With more and more 
countries adopting marriage equality and anti-discrimination 
laws, there are now a wide variety of viable options, from 
far-flung international destinations to off-the-beaten-path 
domestic escapes.

Check out our list of this year’s top gay-friendly honeymoon 
hot spots, where tolerant laws and accepting locals go a 
long way toward making newlyweds feel safe and welcome.

8 
GAY-FRIENDLY

HONE YMOON  HOT  SPOTS
by Lisa Kahan
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1SITGES, SPAIN
You’ll never be bored in Barcelona, 

but after your big day, you might need 
a little downtime. Sitges, often referred 
to as the St. Tropez of Spain, is a small 
picturesque resort town about 25 miles 
southwest from Barcelona. Here, you’ll 
find beautiful beaches, quaint cobblestone 
streets and a plethora of gay-friendly 
bars, restaurants and clubs, all within 
walking distance of the town’s charming 
boutique hotels.

2NEW ORLEANS
The Big Easy has a romantic allure 

that’s hard to deny if you’re looking for 
an LGBTQ-friendly destination in the 
U.S. Whether you visit for the vibrant 
live music scene, the Creole cuisine or 
to wander the city’s beautiful historic 
neighborhoods, New Orleans won’t 
disappoint. The best time to visit is the 
spring or fall when the temperature is 
just right for languid strolls and evenings 
spent outside listening to the music that 
made the city famous. 

3PUNTA MITA, MEXICO
The gay mecca of Puerto Vallarta, 

Mexico, is famed for its raging party 
scene, but drive an hour south and you’ll 
find the quiet fishing village of Punta 
Mita. Known for its gentle surf, laid-back 
vibe and luxury resorts, this is the place 
for rest and relaxation. Spend lazy days 
on the beach or head out to the Marieta 
Islands to explore the diverse array of 
underwater wildlife.

4REYKJAVIK, ICELAND
This quirky capital is quickly 

gaining in popularity as a honeymoon 
destination for same-sex couples looking 
for an alternative to the beach. Beyond the 
famous Blue Lagoon, Iceland is a cultural 
mecca with modern architecture and 
a thriving art scene. Travel about an 
hour outside the city, and you can spend 
a romantic night or two gazing at the 
Northern Lights.

5NAPA VALLEY
For wine and food connoisseurs, 

Napa Valley is the destination of a lifetime. 
It doesn’t get much more idyllic than 
Napa’s gently rolling hills, especially when 
viewed from the seat of a bike as you cruise 
between wineries. With no shortage of 
luxury resorts and intimate boutique 
hotels, this is the gay-friendly honeymoon 
destination you’ll never want to leave.

6BUENOS AIRES
Not everyone wants to spend their 

honeymoon lying on a beach or tucked 
away in some remote location. For those 
who want to celebrate their nuptials 
with a party, Buenos Aires is the best 
show in South America. From clubs that 
rage through the night to a world-class 
culinary scene, this undeniably frenetic 
city is as much fun during the day as it is at 
night. This place doubles as great wedding 
and honeymoon destination for both you 
and your wedding party to enjoy like an 
extended LGBTQ-friendly vacation!

7PORTLAND, MAINE
If lighthouses and lobsters are 

more your speed, Portland is an under-
the-radar honeymoon destination worth 
considering. Outdoor adventure is the 
name of the game here, from skiing 
and snowmobiling in the winter, to 
sailing and hiking during the summer. 
Friendly, open-minded locals and an 
accessible, walkable downtown make this 
a welcoming choice for those looking for a 
break from the bustle of the big city.

8BORA BORA
This tropical paradise is the 

quintessential honeymoon destination. 
Romantic to the end, the tiny gay-
friendly island has some of the world’s 
most luxurious resorts, with overwater 
bungalows being the de rigueur 
accommodation choice. The 7.5-hour 
flight from L.A. is a bit of a haul, but 
if a dreamy destination is what you’re 
seeking, Bora Bora won’t let you down.
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Lisa Barretta is an astrologer and author. Her books include Conscious Ink, The Book 
of Transformation and The Street-Smart Psychic’s Guide to Getting a Good Reading.  

Honeymoon 
Horoscopes

by Lisa Barretta  

W HER E TO CELEBR ATE YOUR UNION 
BASED ON YOUR STA R SIGN
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Gemini 
Gemini, ruled by the inquisitive day side of Mercury, may 
find a Caribbean cruise with different ports of call to be the 
best choice for a honeymoon. Gemini loves variety, and there 
are plenty of different things to do as the ship docks at each 
port. Nothing suits a Gemini more than strolling hand-in-
hand with their new spouse through the medieval streets 
of romantic Old San Juan before returning to the ship for a 
late-night Bacardi rum cocktail. Next stop is a day of duty-
free shopping in Charlotte Amalie, St. Thomas. Evenings are 
topped off with dancing to the invigorating sounds of island 
music and sipping drinks on the breezy deck of the ship 
under a starry sky. 

Taurus
Taurus is ruled by the night side of Venus, embracing the 
decadent, hedonistic qualities of the love planet. A romantic 
honeymoon in Lucerne is sure to enrapture all your senses. 
You and your partner can enjoy one of the area’s many spas. 
Together, take a romantic ride on the Gotthard Panorama 
Express from Lucerne all the way to Bellinzona in the 
southern part of Switzerland and enjoy breathtaking views 
of the Alps. Sip fine wine at a private wine-tasting tour 
around Lake Lucerne and enjoy the natural aphrodisiac 
from some of the best chocolate in the world.

Cancer
Cancer, the moon child, is one of the most romantic signs 
of the zodiac, known to love intimate places far from the 
maddening crowd. Koh Samui Island in Thailand is a natural 
paradise. Many of the hotels and resorts in Koh Samui are set 
in secluded bays, and provide the privacy that Cancer craves 
when spending time with their significant other. When the 
moon child shifts into one of their social moods, Koh Samui 
offers many fine little reasonably-priced dining spots that 
serve up the best Thai curry. Evenings offer the opportunity 
for a romantic stroll along the beach before you head out to 
the jumping city center of Koh Samui for some entertainment. 

Aries 
Aries, raked by the planet Mars, loves action. Naples is an 
Aries city, so it should be easy for your fiery sign and new 
spouse to click into the vibe of this amazing place. Enjoy some 
“pizza vera napoletana,” true Neapolitan pizza, before you 
venture to explore the ruins of Pompeii and Herculaneum. 
Take a day trip to Sorrento and take advantage of the city’s 
proximity to the stunning Amalfi Coast. Aries, always on the 
go, also enjoys the vivacious nightlife of seaside lounges and 
local discos that go until dawn. 
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Leo
Leo, ruled by the sun, loves to be pampered and spoiled. 
An all-inclusive honeymoon at a five-star resort in 
Antigua is a great choice, especially since a personal 
airport attendant is there to greet you and your spouse 
upon arrival to this tropical island paradise. A hillside 
cottage, private infinity pool and gorgeous view of the 
Caribbean set the stage for Leo and their partner to bask 
in the beauty of the island. Spa treatments ensure that 
you will have the perfect honeymoon.

Libra 
Libra is ruled by the day side of Venus. You are one sign that 
truly craves the most romantic setting, so a perfect choice 
is Paris. Think eating fresh-baked croissants for breakfast, 
a hand-in-hand stroll through the Louvre Museum to see 
Venus de Milo and Mona Lisa and of course a romantic 
carriage ride to a quaint little dinner at an outside café. 
Libra can’t imagine being in Paris without taking a trip to 
the Champagne region and also visiting the city’s famous 
Gothic cathedral. How romantic is it for the newlyweds to 
summit the Eiffel Tower and get a wonderous view of the  
City of Lights and of course, the City of Love? 

Virgo
Virgo, ruled by the night side of Mercury, finds a 
honeymoon that caters to health and wellness a perfect 
start to their union. Virgo needs to relax and chill out 
from wedding planning, making a resort in Bali the 
right spot for the new couple to rebalance their energy. A 
peaceful boutique resort provides you and your spouse an 
excellent atmosphere for meditation and deep soul work. 
Newlyweds can experience inner peace, reiki sessions, 
fresh ingredients from onsite gardens and relaxation in 
crystal energy pools.  

Scorpio
Scorpio is ruled by Pluto, the planet of transformation. 
Scorpio needs to feel the pure energy of a place, and the 
perfect honeymoon spot for them is Maui. Maui is a tropical 
paradise offering exquisite scenery, rainforests, charming 
towns and Mount Haleakala, the world’s largest dormant 
volcano. Its beaches are diverse and beautiful. Some are 
narrow, others wide and then some with black, red or white 
sand, setting the perfect backdrop for the newlywed Scorpio 
to embrace marital bliss. Maui ignites Scorpio’s deep, sultry 
side, so don’t be surprised if you and your spouse decide to get 
matching tattoos from one of Maui’s traditional tattoo parlors. 
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Sagittarius 
Sagittarius, ruled by fun-loving Jupiter, is the natural 
traveler of the zodiac. Sagittarius loves to explore new places, 
so where better to go than Tulum, Mexico? Situated on the 
Caribbean coastline of Mexico’s Yucatan Peninsula, Tulum 
offers the opportunity to visit Maya ruins built along a 
beautiful stretch of beach surrounded by the turquoise water 
of the Caribbean. Sagittarius is no stranger to adventure, so 
convince your spouse to take the Xtreme tour, which takes 
you deep into the Maya jungle where you can experience 
seven speedy zip lines over the jungle canopy. Sagittarius’ 
inner bohemian feels right at home in this eco-friendly town.

Aquarius
Aquarius, ruled by the planet Uranus, is prone to seek out the 
most unusual and extraordinary place for a honeymoon. Fiji 
offers a variety of private resorts, beautiful turquoise waters, 
white sandy beaches and breathtaking sunsets. This all creates 
the perfect backdrop for newlywed romance. Experience 
the exotic beauty of waterfalls, rainforests and the largest 
collection of orchids in the world at the Garden of the Sleeping 
Giant. For a unique experience, try a traditional “Lovo Feast” 
(an elaborate buffet slow-cooked for hours underground using 
hot rocks) or a Kava Ceremony, a natural tincture known to 
bring people together. Don’t forget to buy a string of black 
pearls comemmorating the beginning of your life together.

Capricorn
Capricorn, ruled by conservative Saturn, feels right at home 
on a cruise to beautiful Bermuda. Once the ship docks, you 
and your spouse can sunbathe on the beautiful pink sands 
or shop along oceanside Front Street in the capital city of 
Hamilton. Capricorns love quality and will love shopping 
in Bermuda. Retailers pride themselves on featuring the 
best selection from some of the world’s top labels as well as 
local talent offering everything from handcrafted dolls to 
authentic pink sand jewelry. As newlyweds looking for some 
adventure, you can take a Bermuda Triangle Evening Cruise 
on board a glass-bottomed boat. Back on the cruise ship, 
Capricorns love a balcony stateroom, since it offers privacy 
away from the crowds. Here you can sip some rum and look 
at the beautiful starlit sky.

Pisces 
Pisces is ruled by Neptune, the dreamy planet associated 
with the sea. Pisces loves to escape the harsh reality of the 
world, and Santorini, the gem of the Greek Isles, provides that 
escape. You and your new spouse can hold hands and explore 
the hidden paths, alleys, beaches, villages and quiet spots 
all around the island. To prepare for an amorous night, pick 
up a bottle or two of wine from the Santorini Wine Museum, 
which sports a 985-foot-long wine cave that shows the history 
and development of Santorini wine over the previous five 
centuries. Pisces loves snuggling with their significant other 
while watching a movie at the open-air cinema in Kamari. End 
the evening watching the sun set on the cliffs of Oia.
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Christine Clark Photography

HONEYMOONS
Real
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Looking to stay active on your honeymoon? 
Or just want to relax on a beach? These 
couples provide inspiration for vacation 

memories that will last as long as your marriage 
(forever, that is!).
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“Our advisor not only 
helped with hotels and 
transportation, but also 
she booked us dinner 

reservations, activities and 
more, and provided us with 

 a cohesive itinerary!”
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New Yorkers Taryn & Jason wanted 
a honeymoon that would push their 
“travel distance comfort zone” and 

align with their active lifestyles. With the help 
of a travel advisor, they chose New Zealand 
(visiting Auckland, Napier, Lake Tekapo, Mount 
Cook, Wanaka and Queenstown) followed by 
relaxation at Likuliku Resort in Fiji. 

Renting an RV for four days and staying at  
New Zealand’s national parks, with their 
stunning glaciers and wild scenery, was 
particularly memorable. Not only did they 
explore a whole new world together, but also 
they got to experience a whole new way of life. 

PLANNING ADVICE 
Make a budget first, then choose your location —
don’t forget to check out airfare, as this can take 
up a huge percentage of your budget. And make 
sure people know you’re on your honeymoon — 
upgraded rooms, bottles of champagne, extra 
desserts are sure to follow! 

NATURE  
LOVERS 

HONE YMOON LOCATION: 
NEW ZEALAND & FIJI 

Taryn and Jason 

Likuliku Lagoon Resort
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Romance and relaxation were top priorities for 
Minnesota-based newlyweds Candace and 
Matt. Luckily, their travel advisor Lisa found 

them the perfect honeymoon destination — the  
Hotel Riu Palace Antillas in Noord, Aruba. They 
found some time to explore Aruba, but mostly 
stayed in place. With all the stress of wedding 
activities behind them, the couple found that 
spending time at the resort, enjoying tropical 
beverages from the swim-up bar and indulging in a 
spa day with facials, massages and a private hot tub 
made for a rejuvenating getaway. 

All-inclusive resorts are a terrific idea for 
honeymooning without the stress of making 
constant decisions or traveling from location to 
location. Many of the top honeymoon destinations 
for U.S. travelers, from Mexico to Jamaica and 
beyond, have resorts that include everything you 
could need, from entertainment to a variety of 
dining and even shopping, in one spot. 

MEMORABLE MOMENT 
Going tubing behind a speedboat in the Caribbean, 
just like we do back home at the lake! 

ROMANCE SEEKERS Candace and Matt 

Hotel Riu Palace Antillas

HONE YMOON LOCATION: 
NOORD, ARUBA 
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Where do you go when you want to combine 
lounging on the beach with thrill-seeking 
activities and culinary exploration? For 

this Fargo, North Dakota couple, seeing their travel 
advisor’s photos from her trip to Punta Cana sealed 
their honeymoon decision. They’d also heard from 
friends about the fantastic deals on all-inclusive 
resorts in the Dominican Republic. 

Their instincts were right; Sara and Jason had a 
blast. The adventurous duo went parasailing for 
the first time, took catamaran cruises, dined at 
many restaurants and enjoyed an hour-long sunset 
session with a professional photographer. “The 
beauty of the resort itself was breathtaking. It was 
very lush and tropical and we loved seeing the birds 
and iguanas in their natural habitat,” Sara said. 

In true romantic mode though, taking walks on the 
“sugar sand” beach was their favorite part. 

PLANNING ADVICE 
We chose to do a HoneyFund in place of a gift 
registry, and our friends and family generously 
donated for our honeymoon. It was a wonderful 
option, as it allowed us to take the trip of our 
dreams!

BEACH 
ADVENTURERS 

HONE YMOON LOCATION: 
PUNTA CANA, DOMINICAN REPUBLIC 

Sara and Jason 
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WHERE TO  
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Based on Zodiac Sign

ITALIAN  
HOT SPOTS
For Any Travel Style
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